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of .skilled iin.l unskilKMl liilumr w.mltl .so ntiiU- us t.) be

instantly available with all its uverwhe'.i.iing power at

the bulb.t-box, at every political ur linaiu-iul eiiHis.

Luiie was carelul to i.oiiit out to his ilisciples uiul

followers that niich an economic revolution coulil not

be instantaneously bvou;;ht about. The Trades I'nionists

met him with this dilennna. If they were ncjt to

realise some immediate benefit by some decisive step

in the immediate j.resent, his Socialism, as it would

benelit posterity, should be hel.l over for posterity.

Line met it by pointin,^ .mt that if tlu; control of the

ballot-box resulted in giving him control of rarliament,

he and his folh.wers would compel I'arliament to take

some decisive step. He ])arried the necessity <.f ex-

plaining in detail the ways, means, and ])recise form of

his proposals: by alleging that when Parliament saw

Labour unit-d, it would, of its own volition or timidity,

initiate the necessary legislature. If it would not do

.so, they could compel it to do so, but in any event he

was willing to ojuUrlakr the resixmsilality (tf proelann-

ing T^abour's ultimatum, " Sr.cialism in (jur Time"

"This becan." the " motto " <.f his newspai)er.' After

some hesitati.jn he succeeded in founding "The

Australian Labour Federation," which included every

form of skiUed and un.skilled labour. The Trades

Unions now furnished the ollicers for Libom's battalions.

The shearer, the wharf labourer, the carter, the butcher,

the baker (and right through to ever/ possible com-

bination) joined hand in hand with the more aristocratic

iron-moulder, mechanic, engineer, and the rest of the

divisions of skilled labour. In this way the Trades

' It was sul.sp(im'ntly romnv.Ml from its iiosition over the "leader,"

in orilir, iirotwUly, to lull su.spitioii.


