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crease in our trade will follow ns naturally
ns day follows night.

One of the most remarkable features of
Canada's advancement is the growth of our
immigration. Puring the eighteen years be-
fore thîs goverument took office, it was a
deplorable thing that so mauy of our farm--
er's sons and mnechanica left Canada to go
to the lUited States and other fields seek-
iag more profitable employment and more
rapid advancement la Ilfe than cIud be
found at home. ln 1896, the total immigra-
tion Into Cànada was only 21,716ý. It was
n deplorable fact that, down to that time,
the majority of people coining froin across
the Atlantic to Canada passed througli
Canada to find homes in the United States.
In 1907, the total immigration to Canada
amounted to upwards of 250,000. From
March 31, 1907, until the end of October, a
period 0f seven months, no fewer than
'211.859 people have come to -Canada, or
50.297 more than during the sane period
last year. 1 observe, by the returns, that
the majority of these immigrants are from
Great Britain and Ireland. We are always
glad to see people from Great Britain and
Ireland come to make their homes in Canada.
We find also that many of these immigrants
come from. the continent of Europe. I am
sure that every Canadiaqn welcomes these
immigrants from the continent of Europe,
provided they come with sound bodies and
sounid minds. Wre heartily welcome any
citizens who come from the good old land
of France; not as maay have come from
France withîin the last few years as I would
like to see.

Another feature this government bas
every reason to be proud of is its manage-
ment of the Post Office Departmnent. In
1896, there w-as a deficit of $T00,000 ia the
administration of the Post Office Depart-
meut. For the preseut year, there will be
a surplus of $1,000,000, and this result bas
been brouglit about not by cutting down or
starving the service la aiiy way, but through
judicions and able management. Since 1896
there have been great 'reductions in our
postal rates, as -%ell as great extensions lu
our system. The rapid developuient of the
west bas made enormous demauds upon the
government for the increase of new mail
services and the establishment of new post
offices. An increase of pay to the amount
of ten per cent was granted to our post-
masters by the former Postmaster General,
and stili further Increases have been grant-
ed by the present head of the department.
Better postal facilities have been estab-
llshed between Great Britain and Canada.
Until a few years ago, the postal rate to
Great Britain was 5 cents per ounce ; then
ut was cnt down to 2 cents per haît-ounce,
and now. it Is 2 cents per ounce. The estab-
lishment of mail delivery ln our cities of
over 10,000 population Is also a marked !im-
provemeut ln the administration of Our
postal service. So that, I think, lu looklng

at the management of the Post Office. we
cannot but regard it as having been most
efficiently and miost economically carried
on.

.The growth and development of the Can-
adian transportation systenm, especially la
regard to our railways is also a feature of
our national life of which we have every
reason to be proud. in 1896, we had 16,270
miles of railways ; la 1906, our railway
lines increased to 21,353 miles. We find
that the freight carried In 1906 showed an
increase over that carried ln 1896 of no less
than 33,000,000 tons, and there were 13,000,-
000 more passengers carried in 1906 than la
1896.

The freiglit carried on our canais was
three million tons greater in 1906 than it
was in 1896.

If there is one thiug more than anothîer
,of which the people of Canada can con-
gratulate themselves it is the fact that the
National Transcontinenal Rallway and the
Grand Trunk Pacifie are making such re-
markable progress towards completion not-
withstanding the many difficulties which
confront them, both ln securing the neces-
sary labour to construet them and in carry-
ing supplies to points on the construction
route so remote from those touched by
existing railway lunes. West of Winnipeg
upwards of 300 miles have been graded,
and about completed and grain bas been
carried over a part of this road since Octo-
ber last. About 500 miles more are under
contract between Winnipeg and Edmonton
and will be completed in due time. On the
mountain section, between Edmonton and
the Pacifie coast, surveys are going on
rapidly and tenders will soon be called for.
The construction of the National Transcon-
tinental between Winnipeg and Moncton is
making good progress ; 861 miles are under
contract, with 946 miles yet to be let. The.
progress made upon the construction of the
line betweea Winnipeg and Moncton must
uecessarily be slow because of the fact that
the uine is being constructed through a new
territory far from the base of supply. It is
also satisfactory to know that the uine be-
tween Winnipeg and Quebec will have a
much better roadbed than was at iirst anti-
cipated. The maximum grade adverse to
east-bound trafie is but -4, and the maxi-
mum grade adverse to west-bound traffie
Is -6. The government could not have
taken any better course lu the interest of
Canada, notwithstanding ail the embarrass-
ments that were thrown in their way, than
the construction of the Transcontinental
1{ailway. Lt bas given employment to a
large number of the people who are comlng
into this country as well as to those already
lu. It is also a fact that the port of New
York is very much congested. The handllng
of traffic at that port, It is agreed upon ail
hauds, is becoming exceedingly expenslve.
1 noticed an interview with Mr. J. J. Hill,


