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WIIAT 31.Y IVE DO MIVII OUR OWN?

( J"ronî lie i",ltor'a Jcnîatiol.)

WVe understand that, at a reeut convivial meeting. but
wliich lias hitiierto attracted little or no attention, wvas startcd

by a learned conveyancer, and that the dehate tliereîeî, as
conducted by A., B., and C., wa8 tu thîe fol]owiîîg effect -

A.-I have had a donbt as te the gotindlnes f tlîe practico
ofconveyaucers, with res;pect teseparate provisions for marrîed
wenben, in net makinig any distinction betwecn adults and
infants. Is it clearly correct?

B.-Settlernent et' nioney-Trust for a marricd female in-
f.,în for lier Life for lier separate ume--Ieclaration liy tlie set-
tOr that the trustees shaîl Le accountahle fir tlîe inconie,'
during lier infancy, onby te liii, and that, as between settlor,
his executors, &e., and flic ttustees, ber receipts, netvritlî-
standing hier infanry, shaîl be good discharge2s. Would tt
tlîat be gocid? Put theso caëzes-

1. Yeu give me sixpence te give te a boy whio sweeps a
cressing- 1 givi' it. An 1 discliargcd et' the sixpene?

2. Legacy te Le given by oxecutors tu d'-serving pour. '[bey
give Là to aL dstressed ne2dlesvornat, agtd 20t. Are th-y îlot
disclîarged ?

3. 1 buy a pair et' gloves in a Fnop 0if a boy zagd 15, and
pay ia 3s. Gd. An 1 discbarged?

4. Muet you inquireof fa lad, whie serves out mailway tickets,
wlîethem Le is ut' age, in order tu be sate in paying him for,
them ?

A.-Whenyou (B.) adrance unrsound propositions and essay
t4) defend thicr. , ven nîay esclaimn, witlî Just exulta-tion,
1tj>raara dextra deféndî j.aesseat duwin lac delf-;sa»îseî.

1. Your first instance is that of incenie d"voted te, tlîe 8epa-
rate use et' a femtale infant covert. If payrnent te hier xvould
be goed et al], î subnîit îliat it would Le warranted only as
811e zay lac dctu.a, CuiieI iIc aba of 1-c 1àuzliid îwnictî.
in point et' law, she rnay be), or the recipient et' bis bonnty
(which bier int'ancy would n(it prerent bier t'rexî accepting) ;
fer 1 cenceive that she cannot have tlie income directly te licr
seiaerai u.se in tlîe ordinary legal, or rather cîjuitable, accepta-
tion uf that term, becausa sue canort exorcise any substantive,
independent, discretion. It is t'.miliar that an infant can-
net executo a power, and wha! is monev but poîver ? Vnless
it proceed front the liusbrind. 1 knaaw of no begitirnate channel
tlîreugb wbicli it can reach lier se as tu Le rit lier sole dis1 îesil.
It cannet Le considered a-; a " breiîd-and-1.întter-g;rls" peck-et
muney, because nnarried ladies, voung or old (P-s we knaw), deu
flot wear peckets, Lut dip their lîand,. periodically inte these
eft' thirh-Lusbands. Co)uldfshermake atestanîentarv d*.speitIaîn
of the savings et' such incume? Suppose I hequeath £ ,OMi)
te an infant spinster for ber separate use. is it net clear that
111v executors coulai fot safcly pay itto lier? Would ci)ver tnre,
êuperveflifg upuli iufaticy, give lier capacity to receive it?

2. Tien as te your second instanre, (if mv givirig yn eix-
pence (nmore pmelally a cîpper), te) gie te oue ut' Lard Shat'-
tesbury':; aoye, 1 subiniit tlîat il praires notliing. becanse I amn
a1 free agent, and rnay at my p!leasurP or caprice, scatter my
guiinea-feesq on tLe pavement et' Fleet-qtreet (net, perhaps, jus9-
tifialaly, even in a legal peint oit view), oir antarîrse anether so
t'a ilispose of theni. 1 niy flinz my piîrse down ('arisbrook

IlI, (niat, !îewrer. witlîîait cuimînitting a tri'sp-xs, tîut nny
disectiaTi (air rattier niv pawer (if o, litaing if) eudIs -witl
mie, for if 1 direct nny executors tu dis 1aoie uft' a atc a similar

fashlion, they, 1 appreliend <vvith great detereneo tii certain
opposite diota advaneed in the course 'fthis dicsiN),ouL,1
lie accountable te) niy resiouary legatee or next of' kin-uriless
indt'ed, iu a suit, tu be instituted by or on belialf of tlic bottrni
ot' flie welI (apparently thec party meost deeply intereted>, the
court %vould decree a specific performiance ot' the direction.
In tho absence of' a -.a]îd disposition, tlic law ord,ins a suc-
"ýes.sor, and a valîd disposition supposes a capable object or
rea.sorable purpose.

3.. Yaur next instance is tlint of a Jecgacy te Le given by ex-
eutors to de>erving, pour, and ef' whieih tl'ey give tive pounids

te a distresscd needle-woman just out et' ber teen î. This va'u
hee i.3 c/aariti, and in nu reýpect distingui4hable on prinellile
from tlic ordinary action ut' an hospital or disponsary.

4. If your next prota]emr -that of your buying- a pair oft
gloe8 in a sliop et'a boy ag-ed fifleen and paying inii J;s. Cxi.
(a nionstrous price for a conveyancer)-is flot tu bc solved lîy
tic tc.r 'm7ercaloria, it has an answer in the prerumption that
youn- dloeskin is the authorised agent ut' sore conipetent yent-
dur ; but as ail prebumptions are hiable to be rebutted, it tnay
happen that, unless you proceed with reasonable cireumspec-
tion, you may find yourself, flot only flot " discliarged" trorn
the 3s. Gd., but onerated with a licavier weî<'lit of metal. Tlo
tic remairiing ajuory (as te the underdone lad wlîo sPrves out
railway tickets), a similar answer mav, 1 tlîink, be giveni.

C.-A nman, a living man, may do what lie leases îritli Lis
money, or otlier personal cliattels, so only that le dues not
injure or annoy bis neiglîbour. A fiather iiiay give S-20,000 te
lus infant daughter, wha'ther married or uiimarried, but 1
think hie cannot ruake a settletnent and direct that the income
ut' thc settled property shall Le paid to an inifant datiglter,
whetlier hoe (tlîe settie)r) shall be living or dead. A settlur
canet contraveno the policy of the law. A man, during bi8
life, rnav do anything hoa pleases with bis money, howcrer
absurd, but thi8 power ceases on his death. Every testamen-
tary disposition ii, subject te the mles eof law, and if 1 recolleet
right, Sir John Nichol set aside a will because il " seunded te
t'u]ly." A bequest0f meney tebe threwn dow&n awell weuld Le
vuid, net nîerely on the ground ut' absurdity, but also, acýcord-
"'s fi) tA'rtnin rpa'prt IîpciQinnoi (gotind or tini.aound), becauge it
int'ring-ed the rul against perpetuities ! The rightut'a residu-
amy legatee, or of tie next of' kmn, is onlv to ho defeated by a
val id bequest. and if tnaney lic bequeathed tei an infant, Le or
4ie canuot give a good dîseharge for the sanie. An infant
tnay "Il lus tume and labour and lie is cempetent te re-
ceive the price. If -in infant were tu invent a uset'ul nmachîine,
1 tlîink lie îuiight selI it, and a purchacer would lac safe in
paying the purcliaQe money. Tu) tlîis extent an infant rnay
caîutmact, and rnav bc cuusidered te have the power ofa person

:1ajri'. shopkeepem fil] s li s shop with guods to be exclian g-
ed 'or îneney, and lie may direct lio%ç zhe excliange is tuibc car-
ried eut, iwlaîther by a living, band or otlîcrw ise-it îuight be et'-
fcct"al lvy îîachiuery tha price oÇthe guods being niarlked there-
on. In sli a case an infant inay clearly Le the agent for car-
rving out the exelh'tnge crn behalf ut' the ïlhopkeeper. Ibis con-
petcncy is net invoilved ; the law as-sumnes that lie orily says and
ducs what bis master directs. Itailway tickets may Le de-
livered iay maclîincmy, and tlîe money paid into a woode-i
band. If executors have money te girve in charity they may
gi'io tai an infant, for it is te relicre Iiiei bedilv wants,-atium-
ing tlîat tic infant is ut' sufficient age te bc aile te expend thc
nieney fo)r sîîcl a purpuse. Excutors, in suceh a case, woulld
net le *Justificd ;n giving £M tu a cliild et' four or lire Sears
old.

1As mec de net prefeqs taîoetzA rroaancre wie~ c ave this,
net unîmportant. prfihlem te lie ýolvedI on tihe aenliz
îrith rcnevatcd puîrors. uft'hei grave body te ivboýc love ot'
curions iuaîuiry it i.q attri buted. 1
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