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loft fluttering on the ground until others had been
Placez iii the trapg, and another shooter had taken
his stand, wheîî the judge or refèee called out,
"ýgather your bird, Mr. Coursolles." The boy was
sent oct, caught and carried it in, wrung its neck
and threw it into a pile of dead birds, The great
majority of the birds did flot rise until beateti up
by the whippng-up rope, They almost invariably
flew towards the shoroters. .Many were so crippled
front confinement as to be unable ta rise fromn the
ground, and after further trial were pronounced
Inu birds"I by the judges. l'hese vere put into

a separate box as useless for the purpose uf living
targets. Many were wounded and escaped outside
thie bounda. One bird wa fired at and flew iii
among the crowd. It was followved up by tht'
shooter wbo after soume timesucce-dc,1 in k<not'king
fi dowvn with his hand ixîside the rope. lie carrie'd
it to the judges, who, after long lîandling and exain-
ination, and failing to detect traces af blood driwîi
by the shat, pranaunced it l "no bird "; ts neck
was then wrung, and its body throwvn into the pile.
The birds bore evidence of having been badly
treated before beirig fired at. Saw several left
rotting on the field afier being shot. 1 wi'tnessed
the shoatirig at dlay pigeons which are thro\vn into
the air by a spring trap ;these were more difficult
te bit than the live birds, and furnished tolerable
practice.

Dr. R. Y. lVickstee~d.-'rhe object of the prose-
cutitiR saciety, and of the law under wbich it works,
is twofold.-deterretnt and educational, Every aCt
of cruelty which is perpetrated is a practical lesson
in immorality. We wislt tu pratect the animaIs,

and also ta prevent scenes wlîich are calculated ta
harden the minds cf the people. In -this case we
have to prove thar the act complained of %vas:
Lat, comniitted within the jurisdiction of the magis-
trate: 2nd, that the birds sbat xl werc domestic ;
3rd, that the birds wt're cruelly or unnecessarily
ill-treated, abused or tartured; 4 th, that they were
se abused, etc. by the party summaned.

The first and fourth points have bacc proveci by
the witness Baker. As ta thc third point, the birds
iised wvere cammon bouse pigeons. Do they came
under the class, Ildemestic birds," o! the statute ?
T'bit May lie inferred from the remarhis af the
judges iin Bridge v. Parffls, 32 L. J. N. S. Sec
alto, Dallas' Natural Histary, p. 497, andi NichI-
=o% Manual o! Zoology, where we find the e.-

Pressions - dontestic varieties I andi Ilcommon
dOcniîc breeds cf pigeons,"

The third and most important poini we have tu
maie is-were the birds unnecessarily abused and
tottureti? Jutige Grave, in Swan v. Sausders,
44 LI T.. 4-j6, says, -"1 prefer to define cruelty

as anneessary ili-usage by whlch the animal sub-
stantially suffer.s." Now, although these birds
may have been bought for the market, andi the
defendant and bis compattions were only acting the
part of amateur butchers or p'iulterers, yet the work
cf killiglg was buaglingly donc, anti the calling in of
these men andi the use cf tbe shat guni, I balti ta beun-

Inecessary Il-usage; the birds substantially sufféred,
andi we have the definition cf cruelty camplete.

IScicntific men anti even sportsmen admitteti that
under any conditions the shooting of pigeons from a
trap was an act cf cruelty and brutality. In the
debates in the English House o! Commons an 5 & 6

l W. IV. c. 59, 1835, Col. Sibtharp saiti, IlI think
sbootirîg and hunting are amusements which noane
will rleny ta be crttel." Sir M. W. l<idley said,
-In my opiniun the amusements cf hunting, coure-

ing. shooting andI fishing are as much breaches of'
the Act ae cock-fighting andI bull-baiting": see

Mineor Lif Ilarliament," Vol. 29, 1835, P. 1883."
In Temple Baer, 1870, P. 367, vie reati, IlWhat

applies tu any shaoting in the matter of cruclty
applicei te all-pgeon-shooting included. Never-
theles we feel strangly tempteti ta sorti sort oi
agreement with Mr, 'Freeman when be calîs it
the lowcst brutality cf aIl,' because the tameness

cf the quarry, and the total absence cf soute cf thet
inobler elements of sport-such as ativenture, exer-
cisc anti the pittixîg cf cne's wits against the in-

istinct cf the animal-almost degrades thîs particu.
Ian pastime ta amateur butcheny."

W. Stanley Jevons, in the Forinightly Review
for 1876, P. 674, says: IlCan any anc deny that
wvhai (s known as sport-mncludinghisnting, cours-
ing, deer-stalking, shoating, battue-sliooting, pigeon.-
shoatiîîg and angling-is, front beginning ta end,.
mnere diversion foundeti on the neetilesa sufferiiigs

of the lowen animais.'

Stoehegeinbis 'lEncyclopaedia of RurEl

sport bas an ele ment cf cruelty attending it; andi
it shoulti always be rernembencti that this stain
nmust be subducd. and, if possible, washcd out b)
the many countenbalancing ativantages." Andi
again. "lThere can be no reason wvhy hunîing or
shooting shoulti net be carnieti an without any
drmawback, except the inherent cruelty attendinit
upon thetît."

Robent Blakey, ici bis work an sbcotitig, writes
cf pigeon. *îooting: IlLooking ta its attraction as c
matten of sport, little or notbing can b, qaiti in its
favour, when put (nie competitian witb the more
noble andi manly enjoyment cf the sports cf the
fielti.'

An able wnlter hii the Cornhili Magazine, vol. 29,
1874, p. 2z8, expresses himacîf in those forcible
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