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n" "mnual return of all such, but we have not
°0tlced whether these returns have ever been
r .
dereq by the House to be printed.

le gll;;” Legal News, in. :?‘peaking. of proposed
acteriatlon in the I.)ommlon' Parhamenf, che.lr-
Zes Mr. Charlton’s Bill to provide for
s“zhli}lnishxllent of adultery, s?duction and
not ike offences as “Charlatanism,” VYe are
the Prepared to say whether the details of
Proposed measure are the best, but he
vel:;thbe eithe'r a very ignorant person or a
€artless libertine who could pooh-pooh in

ofct ean airy manner 'one.of t~he crying evils
. da.y, The sub)ect 1s, of course a most
ult one, but there is one monstrous
Mg in the present state of things-—the
'fOrpmportion of punishment. L(?t us suppose
l‘oth mOm‘ent a case of seduction, and that
Parties are equally guilty, though

2 fact in the immense majority of cases.
a:c:;an practica}lly gqes un‘punished.; he is
“iOnZ tapooeq In soclety ; in fact, hfs com-
of en(., thlflk hl}n rather a fine fellow, instead
ile thllncmg him as a cowardly blackguard;

€ unfortunate woman bears the whole
m:n&becomes an outcast, is driven from
alg, e, 15graced and ruined, to bear her trial
tog »OVer-whelmed by an agony of shame, that
s“icid:n enc}s in somehldc.ous crimeor piteous
is. We are not going to argue as to

on i tmOS? to bl:u‘ne. ’but what we insist
shoul At 1f seduction is an offence, there
for this Some equality of punishment, and
of Simple reason, that without some fear
they, e,q“at\e. or proportionate punishment
wa, 'S With the majority of men no
Pargje, :Ompelling them to pause before being
‘egis] 00 a terrible wrong. It some of our
Pubje ":s and those who assume to direct
Were . CUght even from a legal stand-point,
Yeform., Pend a few hours in some of our
lnfantsr Ofles and havens for fallen woinen,

0

O City n Mes, Magdalen asylums, police cells,

Ofgues, they would not talk or write
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as they do.  Some of our judges, viewing the
subject only from the stand point of seduction
cases brought before them by those, who, as
a rule, are nef the class that require pro-
tection, have, by their remarks in Court,
helped to lead astray public thought
on this matter. Men who atterapt to gain
their ends by force are very properly given a
dose of the *“cat;” let some of those who suc-
ceed in gratifying their selfish passion by heart-
less lies andseductive arts(reduceéd by someto a
system) be touched up by the same implement,
and we venture to predict an enforced
virtue which will vastly mitigate the present
aggregate of human misery. Lust in the
heart is said to be a transgression of the
Divine law ; lust put into action and the pur-
pose accomplished by force is a crime. Fraud
and deceit are, under certain circumstances,
recognised by the law as criminal. Surely,
therefore, lust put into action and the purpose
accomplished by fraud or deceit, should also
be a crime, and especially so when there is a
consequent grievous personal injury to the
injured party.  There is of course difficulty in
this matter, as in others, difficulties as to evi-
dence and danger of black-mailing, nor are we
advocates for the impossible task of making
men good by Act of Parliament and others
besides, but all this does not affect the princi-
pal involved. The present state of the law
of seduction in England and Canadaisnot only
a disgrace to humanity, but causes a financial
burden tothe countryand to charitable citizens.
We trust good may result from the move
made by Mr. Charlton.

ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE IN
BRITISH COLUMBIA.

( Continued from page 130.)

In our last article on this subject we re-
ferred to the points that arose in the Zhrasher
Case.  After very full argument the Judges’ on
the 1oth February, delivered three separate,



