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in any practical way into communication with the
tribe.

But these were not the only crosses Noél Cha-
banel had to carry. Notwithstanding his evident
vocation to live and labor in the Canadian missions,
a vocation he himself never questioned, his repug-
nance to savage life and savage customs grew with
the months he spent amongst the natives. So op-
Hardships of posed.wa.s his natural temperament
his minist to their gross ways and manners that

he saw nothing in them to please
him; the very sight of them, their conversation, all
that concerned them, was extremely irksome to him;
residence in their filthy cabins did such violence to
his entire nature that he found therein nothing but
the bitterest hardship, without the intermingling of
any form of consolation. When the Jesuits visited
villages where no permanent churches were estab-
lished, they had to lead the Indian life and follow
Indian customs closely. They slept on the bare
ground at night and lived all day in cabins filled with
smoke. In summer the conditions were not so bad,
for life in the open was a luxury all could enjoy; but
during their visits in the winter months they had
to dwell in cabins where they suffered from the
unbearable heat from the fireplaces in the beginning
of the nights, and near the end suffered just as much
from the piercing cold. In the mornings they found
themselves covered with snow which had drifted in
through holes and crevices in the bark walls. Stench
and vermin abounded in the Huron cabins; every
sense was tormented night and day. Father Cha-




