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cwK>l>bl» with tht pen&Mcntt m tiM pmcnt ittteffwl ol.tM t7nk<d

StatM. Tht encoungemtnt of foivlgn MamMi li th« dlMoungenunt
{

•r1^ Mtive AnMrican.

Tht dfity of gbvcrhincnt towaidt thit vihiablt eku oltnao b not on*

U to protact) biit to pttramM them.
^
And tbit cannot be done mora c^-J

ncUtlljr than bv Mcuring, to American dtisena the priTilegea of A<-

sneikao navigatioo*

The question ofimpraumcntt like every other qoeatihn relatiTe to
' iommerce has been treatedt in each a manner) th^it what was possee-

aed» is lost without obtaining what was s^u^ht*, Pretenlions, risht iq

theory* and important fai ihterastt urged) without due .co^siderauon of
^

our relative power, have eventuated in a practical fibandonment, both of

what we hoped and what we ehjoyed. In atfei^pdng, to spread out

!

flag over foreigners) its distinctive character hai been lost to our own
''

citiiens. /^

The American seamant whose interest it is to have no copnpctitorsi|

in his employment) is sacrificed that British seamen may have equal'

privileges with himself. .1
Ever sincethe United Stateshave been a nation, this subject has been.;

a matter of complaint and negotiation ; and every former administra-

.

tion nave treated it* according to its obvious nature, as a subject rather^

jfor arrangement than for war. It existed in the time of Waihlngtonil
vet this nther of his country recommended no such resort. It exTstedl

m the time ofAdams, yet, notwithstanding the zeal, in support of our]

maiitime rightS) which distinguished his administration, war was nev>

er suggested by him, as the remedy. During the eight years Mr. Jef*^

forson stood'at (he helm of afiiiirst it still continued a subject of cobtro-v
* \evtf and negotiation : but it was neVer made a cause for war. It was
reserved for the present administration to press this topic to the eX'

treme and most dreadiiii resort of nations ; .although England has ofA- :^j

cially disavowed the right ofimpressment, as it respects native citizens,^;^

and ah arrangement might well be made, consistent with the fair pre-'«^l

tensions of such as are naturalized.
.

That the real state of thb question m&y be understood, the under-

Signed recur to the following nets as supported by official documents.

Mr. King, when mioistei* in England, obtained a disavowal of the Biit-;

ish government ot the right to impress i' American seamen," naturaliri

zed as well as native, on the high seas. An arrangement had advan-

C^ed, nearly to'a conclusion, upon this basis, and waa broken oif only, be«'

cause tireft-Britain insisted to retain the right on ". the narrow seas."a

What, however, was the opinion of the American minister, on the pro>|

hability of an arrangement, appears from the public documents, Com-f
municated to congress, in the session of 1808, as stated, by Mr. Madi^

Son, in these words, " at the foment the articles were expected to be|

^* signed, an exception of ^* the narrow seub'^was urged and insisted or

** by Lord St. Vincents, and being utterly inadmusible on our part, the

** negociation was abandoned.**

Mr. &ing Seeihs to be of opinion, however, " that, with more time

than was left him for the experinient, the objection might have bper

overcome.*' What time.was leA Mr. K^ng for, the experiment, oti

whether any was ever <nade has not been disclosed to the public. . Mrl
King, sOoh aiier returned to America : It is manifest from Mr. King'l

expression that he was limited in point o^ time, and it is equally cljpar

that bis opinion was that «a adjustment could take place. That ;^rj


