
gent in declaring positive truths, than in denouncing

the belief or practice of our neighbours. A little

religion is very apt to engender a violent spirit of

partisanship; a larger measure of grace and know-

ledge, Avhile it confirms us in our own position on

better and clearer grounds, teaches us also more cor-

rectly in what way we ought to act towards others.

" We have just enough religion (says an excellent au-

thor) to make us hate, but not enough to make us

love one another."* " If we establish truth, (to

adopt the language of a learned divine, Avhose re-

cent loss the Church is yet mourning,) error will

fall of itself, not immediately, perhaps, but gradu-

ally and finally. Belief cannot be forced. To at-

tempt it will only generate hostility. But by the

exercise of Christian virtues, by upholding the truth

with meekness and gentleness, by putting the most

candid construction upon the motives of them that

be in error, by inducing them to view the truth from

other points than those to which education or habit

has accustomed them ;— by such methods will the

Chi'istian religion be most successfully propagated."f

If you endeavour to cultivate such a spirit, no one,

whose opinion is worth listening to, Avill ever, think

the worse of you for Ijeing faithful to the specific

principles of the Communion to which you belong,

or for being anxious to act up to the tenor of your

ordination vows. Far otherwise ; be assured that

your truth and consistency will gain respect and
confidence, your Christian moderation and charity

will win love and souls.

In order rightly to appreciate the position of those
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Quoted in the dMth No. of the Spectator.

t Jarvis's " Church of the Redeemed," Preface, p. xiv.


