
OF A NOIITII-WEST PASSAGE. 303

lurbcd and luxuriant feeding during the summer
months, may, in spite of the general dreary appear-

ance of the island, hold out sufficient inducement

for their annual emigration.

We here obtained our last supply of sorrel, the

leaves of which are now become so shrivelled, as

well as insipid, as to be no longer worth gathering.

We saw no birds here but one or two flocks of

king-ducks, a speckled owl, which was killed, and

now and then a solitary glaucous gull.

Having now received the answers of the officers

to my letter addressed to them on the 23rd, and

given the matter my most serious and mature con-

sideration, it was necessary that I should make up

my mind as to the future conduct of the Expedition.

It was gratifying to me to find that the officers

unanimously agreed with me in opinion that any

further attempt to penetrate to the westward in our

present parallel would be altogether fruitless, and

attended with a considerable loss of time, which

might be more usefully employed. They also

agreed with me in thinking, that the plan which I

had adopted, of running back along the edge of

the ice to the eastward, in order to look out for an

opening that might lead us towards the American

continent, was, in every respect, the most advisable,;

and that, in the event of failing to find any such

opening, after a reasonable time spent in search, it

would be expedient to return to England rather
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