
4

TO THE FARMll'^S, MERCHANTS, AND
MECHANICKS OF NEW-ENGLAND.

/f

FELLOW CITiiZENS,

IF at any time a citizen is juftified in making an ap-

peal to your undcrllanding, to your fober rcafon—If a cool and

difpafllonate difplay of your danger, and your true intcrefts be at

any period a duty, it furely becomes fuch, when you are threatened

with a calamity by which your rights, Thertics, property, and lives

are to bo expofcd to the moil imminent danger. *We arc told by

the publick ncwfpapers which have ufually been the vehicles of the

language of oui adminillration—wc are alfo informed, that many

very influential men in and out oT the adminillration, concur with

the publick papers in declaring, " that War will probably take

place, and that it is inevitahky unlefs the government of Great-

Britain fhould make ample reparation for the attack on our frigate

the Chcfapeake." Wc alfo know, that all defcriptions of people in

Great-Britain, however oppofed in political opinions, concurred in

one fentiment, that Great-Britain never could, and never ought to

yield the principle for which they believed that we contend, the

right of enhlling and harbourir.g the deft rtcrs from their publick

(hips of war It is rendered almoil certain, therefore, that Great-

Britain, " %vhile flie will explicitly difavow the claim tofearch our na-

r'tonal Jhips of ivar, will nevertheli fs contend, that we have no right

to enViiv her deferters, and protett them under our publick flag,

b\. that if we do fo conduft, and refufe to deUver them on demand,

fne will retake them by force, on a common jurifdiAion, the High

* See the lanjiju.ijje of tlic National liitflligrnccr, and i.f the Aurora, who
I'onfider war as inevitable, unlefs Grcat-ilrit^iii grants reparation for the at-

tack on the Chefapeake. Mr. Gallatin, Mr. Dearborn, and other publiek ofli-

rers are alledgeU to have declared that war is to be expected.
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