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but so many crystallized and abbreviated sentences, that

part of the science of- language which treats of their

meanings ought strictly to follow a chapter on morpho-

logy. That which is most scientific, however, is not

always the most practically convenient, and such is the

case with our present subject. But we must not forget

that the signification of a word is really determined by

its relation to the other words with which it is combined,

and if this does not seem to be the case with the isolated

words we find in the dictionary, it is only because these

isolated words are petrified sentences whose meaning has

long ago been established, partly by reference to other

sentences, partly by a determination of the relations

between the parts of which they are composed. The

mutual relations of the elements of a sentence, as well

as of fully formed sentences, constitute grammar in its

widest sense ; they constitute also the morphology of

language. A fact of grammar is a compound of two

things—the conception of a relation between one idea

and another, and the embodiment of this conception in

phonetic utterance. Both parts of the compound are

continually developing, and becoming at once simpler

and clearer, and the duty of the linguistic morphologist

is to trace the history of this development, and follow

it back to its earliest source. We have to discover the

different mental points of view from which the structure

of the sentence was regarded by the different races of

mankind, to investigate and compare the various contri-

vances and processes through which these points of view

eventually found their fullest expression, to classify the

modes of denoting the relations ofgrammar at the disposal
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