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MEMOIRS.

Of the place of my nativity, and the circumstances

of my parentage, I am altogether ignorant, and fear

that I shall for ever remain so ; as I have assiduously

explored every avenue through which I could expect

information, both while I was with the Indians, and

since my residence in the United States, I have had

friends, whose exertions to serve me, in this particular,

deserve my warmest gratitude ; and whilst I have the

gloomy reflection of knowing that their eIRMrts, as well

as my own, have been unavailing, I will cherish these

manifestations of their kindness toward me with the

devotion of a heart that knows how to appreciate

favours. This part of my history, together with most

of the incidents of early life, which generally, in works

of this kind, forn^ an interesting portion, will, in all

probability, for ever remain . 'known. Nevertheless,

some features in this period were so strongly marked

as to leave indelible impressions on my mind; while

others not so strikingly characterized, like the im-

perfect recollection of a dream, cross my memory,

but fix on it no decided and satisfactory images.
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