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In the great circular gallery, looking down upon 
the Senate, though sullen and menacing in their 
looks, had made no manifestation of feeling ; 
and it was doubtless not the intention of Mr. 
Webster to excite that manifestation when he 
referred to their numbers, and expressed his ig­
norance of the feeling with which they would 
see the deed done which he so much deprecated. 
Doubtless no one intended to excite that crowd, 
mainly composed, as of usual since the bank 
question began, of friends of that institution $ 
but its appearance became such that Senator 
Linn, colleague of Senator Benton, Mr. George W. 
Jones, since senator from Iowa, and others sent 
out and brought in arms -, other friends gathered 
about him ; among them Mrs. Benton, who, re­
membering what had happened to General 
Jackson, and knowing that, after him, her hus­
band was most obnoxious to the bank party, 
had her anxiety sufficiently excited to wish to 
be near him in this concluding scene of a seven 
years’ contest with that great moneyed power. 
Things were in this state when the Secretary 
of the Senate began to perform the expunging 
process on the manuscript journal. Instantly 
a storm of hisses, groans, and vociferations 
erose from the left wing of the circular gallery, 
over the head of Senator Benton. The presid­
ing officer promptly gave the order, which the 
rules prescribe in such cases, to clear the gallery. 
Mr. Benton opposed the order, saying :

“I hope the galleries will not be cleared, as 
many innocent peisons will be excluded, who 
have been guilty of no violation of order. Let 
the ruffians who have made the disturbance 
alone be punished: let them be apprehended. 
1 hope the seigeant-at-arms will be directed to 
enter the gallery, and seise the ruffians, ascer­
taining who they are in the best way he can. 
Let him apprehend them and bring them to the 
bar of the Senate. Let him seise the bank ruf­
fians. I hone that they will not now be suffered 
to insult tne Senate, as they did when it was 
under the power of the Bank of the United 
States, when ruffians, with arms upon them, 
insulted us with Impunity. Let them be 
taken and brought to the bar of the Senate. 
Here is one just above me, that may easily be 
identified—the bank ruffians I ”

Mr. Benton knew that he was the object of 
this outrage, and that the way to treat these 
subaltern wretches was to defy and seise 
them, and have them dragged as criminals to 
the bar of the Senate. They were congregated

immediately over his head, and had evidently 
collected into that place. His motion was agreed 
to. The order to clear the galleries was revoked ; 
the order to seise the disturbers was given, and 
immediately executed by the energetic sergeant- 
at-arms, Mr. John Shackford, and his assistants. 
The ringleader was seised, and brought to the 
bar. This sudden example intimidated the rest $ 
and the expunging process was performed in 
quiet. The Vhole scene was impressive $ but 
no part of it so much so as to see the great 
leaders who, for seven long years had warred 
upon General Jackson, and a thousand times 
pronounced him ruined, each rising in his place, 
with pain and reluctance, to confess themselves 
vanquished—to admit his power, and their weak­
ness—and to exhale their griefs in unavailing 
reproaches, and impotent deprecations. It was 
a tribute to his invincibility which cast into the 
shade all the eulogiums of hie friends. The 
gratification of General Jackson was extreme. 
He gave a grand dinner to the expungers (as 
they were called) and their wives ; and being 
too weak to sit at the table, ho only met the 
company, placed the “ head-expungcr” in hie 
chair, and withdrew to his sick chamber. That 
expurgation ! it was the h crowning mercy ” of 
his civil, as New Orleans had been of his mil»- 
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CHAPTER CLXIi.
THE SUPREME COURT—JUDGES AMD OFFICERS.

The death of Chief Justice Marshall had vacated 
that high office, and Roger B. Taney, Esq., was 
nominated to fill it He still enoounteredvojjn 
position in the Senate ; but only enough to show 
how much that opposition had declined since 
the time when he was rejected as Secretary of 
the Treasury. The vote against hie confirma­
tion was reduced to fifteen ; namely : Messrs. 
Black of Mississippi; Calhoun, Clay, Crittenden! 
Ewing of Ohio ; Leigh of Virginia ; Mangum ; 
Naudain of Delaware; Porter of Louisiana; 
Preston ; Robbins of Rhode Islknd ; Southard, 
Tomlinson, Webster, White of Tennessee.
. Among the Justices of the Supreme Court, 
these changea took place from the oomaenee-


