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districts of land, rich, various, and abundant in their re­
sources. On the north lies the peninsula of Canada, which, 
although long regarded as barren and inhospitable, has been 
recently proved a country of good soil, abundant water, and 
mild climate. To the south is the peninsula of Michigan, now 
fast filling up with a thrifty American population. To the west 
is the great mining region, where copper and iron seem in­
exhaustible. Thus nature seems to have made this place as 
rich in the materials as in the channels of commerce. Nor has 
she placed any barriers in the way of its future growth. Con­
stantinople has its plague, and Panama its fevers ; but Macki­
naw, grand in its scenery, and opulent in its resources, is equally 
salubrious in its climate, and inviting to the seekers for health, 
pleasure, and repose.

* • *****

“ Looking now to the commercial and industrial develop­
ment of that region, we find still more extraordinary results. 
Attached to the State of Michigan is the peninsula, which is 
inclosed between the Straits of Mackinaw, Lake Michigan, and 
Lake Superior. For two centuries after the settlement of New 
England and New York, the wild, unfrequented, unknown 
shores of Lake Superior were unsuspected of any other capacity 
for production than those of the forest and the lake. It is only 
since 1846 that its immense beds of iron and copper were dis­
covered, and only within the last ten years that that region has 
exhibited a wealth of mineral production which the world can 
scarcely parallel on an equal space. No sooner were the facts 
known than copper companies (and since iron companies) be­
gan to be formed with the celerity and energy of an excited 
speculation. Capital was found in the great cities ready' to(be 
invested in such enterprises, laborers flocked thither, mines 
were opened, and now we have immense bodies of copper an­
nually transported to Boston, Pittsburgh, Cleveland, and other 
places, to be smelted. In 1858 the copper ore exported from 
points in the Peninsula was six thousand tons, which yielded 
four thousand tons of pure copper, worth tw o millions of dol-


