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LECTUUK BY MR
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Mr. Baillarg^'f? lecture, on Wotlncsday iveniujxj

last, before the Literary and Historical Soci<'ty oi'f

Quebec, proved once more how very interest in <i-, evcnj
in a popular sense, an otlierwise dry and abstruse hu1»-

ject, may become, Avhen jibly liandUd.
The lecture sliowed the ndatiouship of geometry to!

all the industries of life. He traced its ori<!;in from!
remote antiquity, its f-iadual deveh)ppnient nj) to tiie

present time. He showed how it is the basis of all
|

our public works, and liow we are indebted to it for

all the constructive arts; its relationshi{» to nu^cha-j

nics, hydraulics, optics, and all the physical sciences.

The fairer portion of mankind, said Mr. li., have the|

keenest, most api>reciative perception of its advan-
tages and beauties, as evidenced in the ever-varyingl
combinations so cunningly devised in their designs
for needle tracery, bices and embroidery. He showed
its relationship to chemistry in crystallization audi
polarization ; to botany ami zoology in the laws ofj

mor})hology j to theology, and so on. In tr(;ating of'

tbe circle and other conic sections, he drew quite a I

poetical comparison between the engineer who traces

out his curves among the woods and waters of the
earth, and the astronomer who sweei)s out his mighty
circuits auiidst the starry forests of the heavens. The|
parabola was fully illustrated in its application to the
throwing of proj<^ctiles of war, also as evidenced inj

jets of water, the speaking trumi)et, the mirror and
the reflector, which, in light-houses, gathers the rays I

of light, as it were, into a bundle, and sends them ofij

together on their errand of hunninity. In treating off

the ellipse, this almost magic curve which is traced
out in the heavens by every planet that revolves
about the sun, by every satellite about its primary,
he alluded to th.at most beautiful of all ovals—the
face of lovely woman. lie showed how the re-a])-

pearance of a comet may now be predicted even to the
very day it heaves in sight, and though it has been
absent for a century, and how in former ages, when I

these phenomena were uni)redicted, they burst uponj
the world in unexpected monu'iits, carrying terror!

everywhere and giving rise to tlie utmost anxiety andj
consternation, as if the end of all things were atliand.
In a word, Mr. Uaillarge went over the whole held of

geometry and mensuration, both plane and sperical
;|

a diflicult feat within the limits of a single lecture ;|

and kei)t the audience, so to say, entranced with in-j

terest for two Avhole hours, which the president. Dr.

I

Anderson, remarked were to him as but one ; and noj
doubt it must have been so to others, since INIr. Wilkie,!
in seconding the vote of thanks proposed by Capt.j
Ashe, alluded to the pleasure with which he had liste-

ned to the lecture as if, he said, it were like poetry tc

him, instead of the uni)romising matter foreshadowet
in the title. Mr. Baillarge next explained in detail
his stereometrieal tableau, which we hope to see sooi
iutroduced into all the schools of this Dominion. Ht
showed how conducive it will be in shortening tin

time heretofore devoted to the study of solids an(

even to that of plane and convex superficies, spherical

trigonometry, grometri«'i!l j'rojci

wing, the d(v«h>i>ni<nt of surfa*

lows, and the like. Mr. \\ ilkie,

lad been aHoidcd him of pM)\
'orroborated Mr. li.'s statenu n

mmensc saving in tinu", when
lUnis wliich generally n«inii< d 1

an now (if the lule be, as Mi
enerally aijplicable, and, as has
lany p< isons in testinuuiials ov
ures,) with the help of the new
)e j)erformed in as many minn(<
he use the models are in imp
iuowledge of their I'omciK latui

|i<(iuaintanceshii) with their vai it

I«^ showe<l how, to the ar<hit< i

)uildt!r and nuschanic, the mod-
he forms and r('lativ<' i)ro[)oi tiiui

lomes, piers and quays, < isteiiis
i

ons, vats, casks, tubs aiid otlici

.'athworks of all kinds, comiuisin
uttings and embankments, tlie s

Ionian column, squai-e and wmik
lie camjung tent, the square <m- s

iloor or window, nich or loophnh
r arched ceiling of a tliuuli oi

he cannon ball, or, on a larger sc

un ami planets. Mr. H.iillarge,

eceived an order for a tableau f

ducation of New lirunsw ick, wit
ilucing it into all the schools of i

Ir. Vannier, in Avriting to Mr. ]!ai

n the 10th of January last, to

jranting of his letters-i)atent foi

hat Messrs. Humbert & Noc, the
tary of the societ}- for the general
in France, have intimate(l theii

ext general meeting, of havijig s

ion conferred on him for tlie ben
tion and discovery are likely to «

Ir. Giard, in writing to Mr. Haill

lie Hon. Mr. Chauveau, Minister t

say : " 11 se fera un devoir d'en i

'' tion dans toutes les maisons (

" timtes les ecoles. " From the \

University, Mr. Maingui writes
** plus on approfondit cette fori

" corps, plus on est enchante (tl

" de sa simplicite, de sa clarte et
" gent'ialite. " Kev. Mr. McQuar
" delighted to see the old an
" superseded by a formula so si

Newton, of Yale College, United
" the tableau a must useful arraii

" the variety and extent «)f tht
" fomiula. " The College TAsso
" Mr. liaillairgdi's system as ])ai

" instruction. " Mr. Wilki* ^as

that " the nile is precise and sim
" shorten the i)roce8se8 of calculi
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