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AND THE FUTUHE BRITISH PORT OF ARRIVAL. 3

quickened. If it is to be made a port of discharge, railway
rates to London must be made equal in some way so as to
compete with Southampton.
But it is probable that the powerful claims of Milford are in

the direction of mails and passengers. The Atlantic express
of the future will not trouble herself about ordinary freight,

and Milford's claims as an ordinary port of discharge will
depend on the cheapness of distribution. It is scarcely too
much to say that were Milford now in possession of a large
over-sea trade and every facihty for quick despatch, its position
would be unassailable and unquestionable

; and even now,
considering our gi-eat .owns as a wliole, it would appear that
for a general distributing centre, Milford is in a remarkably
good place. A glance at the accompanying sketch railway
map shows at a glance its infinite superiority in this particular
to Southampton :
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