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eponsibility resting upon Vhemn within their
respective spheres, have already adopted
machinery to, provide for their . local re-
quirements. The matter may, however, be
said Vo be onie in which dual authoritv
mnay be exercised. NoV only has each pro-
vince its sphere of activity in matters of
public health, but from Confederation down
to the present time the Dominion has been
exercising authority in regard Vo, health
irnatters in connection with the variaus de-
,partments of the public service. This ques-
'ion, therefore, cannot be said to, be con-
fatitutionally a ques'tion wbich appertains
'exclusively to the province. In order that
lhonourable gentlemen may appreciate the
textent to which the Dominion Parliament
'oexercises jurisdiction in this matter I shaIl
senumerate some of the activities in which
the various departments of the public ser-
,vice are engaged:

The Departmnent of the Interior deals with
the medical and sanitary side of Indian Affairs.
Thse Department of Immigration deals with the
Inspection of Immigrants' detention hospitals,
Investigation of immigrants' subeequent con-
dition as regarde mental and physical health,
quarantine arrangements at sea, ports and on
the frontier, leper lazarettos, administration of
Publie Works Health Act, Inspeotion of vessels
in ocean porta, and supervision of publie health
In the Yukon territorv; thse Department of
Marine dea1t with marine hospitals and sick
seamen; the Department of Trade and Com-
merce deals with vital statistics; the Depart-
ment of Militia and Overseas Miiitsry forces
deas with the army medical corps and army
military hospitala service, sanitation of camps.
and food supplies for thse army; thse Depantment
of Public Works deals with sanitary inspections
of public buildings; thse Department of Finance
deals w'ith Infectious dIseases transmitted
tbrough handling of money; thse Department of
Justice deals with thse sanitation of prisons and
thse disease of criminals; the Departmrent of the
Naval Service deals with the sanitation of ships
and food supplies for the~ naval service, and
alec 'wlth thé diseases of fish and health -in fish
hatcheries; thse Department of Custome in-
vestigates thse quality of dutiable foodsa nd
drinks In relation to public healtIs; the Post
Office Department deals with Infectious disease
as transmitted through mails, and the sanita-
tion of post offices. Thse Department of Soldiers'
Civil Re-Esatablishment deals with the physical
and mental restoration of Invalided soldiers;
and the Commission of Conservation investi-
gaies Into general questions of public health.

I quote these various activities af the
departmnents of the public service from the
discussion which took place in the House
of Commons upon this subject.

Hon. Mr. DAVID: Will the honourable
rnember allow me to point out that in those
cases the powers exercised may be cor-
sidered as acceSSory powers, but in this
case you create a new department. That
is very different.

lion. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED

Hon. Sir JAMES LOUGHEED: I quite
appreciate what my honourable iriend froin
Mille les says, but I think I shall be able
Vo show that there will be no confliet be-
tween the provinces and the Dominion in
the performance of the duties which this
department would assume in connection
with the administration of the matters as-
signed Vo it.

Honourable gentlemen will observe that
we are already engaged in a very extended
way in the performance of duties concern-
ing public health. Now, it is very desirable
that there should be a ca-ordination of ail
those activities upon which the Dominion
Government has already entered. It will
be quite apparent Vo honourable gentlemen
upon the slightest refiection that there is
a sphere of public health into which the
provinces do not enter; consequently we
mnay assume that there is a ground which
in the interest ai the community ought Vo
be covered by Dominion legisiation and by
the creation of a Department of Public
Health.

This brings us down Vo, the question
whet.her there is any conflict between the
provinces of Canada and the Dominion re-
spectirlg the creation of such a department.
There is a very well-understood feeling -be-
tween the provinces and the Dominion as
to the necessity of the Dominion Govern-
ment entering upon this responsibility.
There wae recently called, at the instance
of the Dominion Government, a conference
for the purpose ai discussing a particular
'disease, namely, venereal disease, which has
become ividespread throughout the Domin-
ion ai Canada. It is manifestly in the in-
terest ai the Dominion that nothing should
be leit undone Vo grapple with this disease
and the seriaus resuits which may flow
from it. At that conference the difierent
provinces ai Canada were represented. I
wili tiot say that ail the provinces were,
-but I understand that there were representa-

ives ai ail the larger provinces. The fol-
lowing resolution was moved:

Resolution moved by Dr. W. F. Rtoberts, New
Brunswick, seconded by Dr. Gardon Bell, cf
Winnipeg:

Whereas, In thse reconstruction of Canada I!oi-
lowing the Great War, there are very many im-
portant problemns tIsat must be taken into con-
sideration, such as finance, soldiers' re-stas-
lshment. labour, etc., among Ihese the con-
servation of the lives and thse health of thse
people is equally if not most important t0 be
dealt witb, as LUfe is thse country's greatest
asset:

Therefore, resoived, that this conference,
whose personnel is made up of representatives
from thse varlous provincial Governments of
Canada, together with tl'eir chief mnedical of-
ficers, assembled at Ot1ýwa this third day of
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