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ditions to exercise the franchi2e. Tt waB
said a moment ago that the Bill makes in-
vidjous distinctions. Reservists that have
gone fromn Canada, who -are as much inter-
e&ted. in public issues here as the Canadian
soldiers are not allowed te vote, lit just
goes te -show that the more the Bill is an-alysed the worse it appears. Méen touch it
as though it were full of dynamite and ready
te ex!plode. This Bill had its origin in party
desire and must have been conceived by a
man who bas played the gaine of lufe with
loaded dice. I cannot see anything in this
legislation that would commend it te the
people of this country.

Hon. Mr. LEGRIS-Allusion has been
made to tihe principle involved in this Bill.
1 do not know wherein that principle lies'and cannot understand it. I have no hesi-
tation in saying that it is a bad Bill, and
is wholly unwarranted. No municipal coun-
cil in the country would dare to make such
a law. For this reasen I cannot alilow the
second reading te pass without entering
My protest.

Hon. Mr. DAVID-There is no doubt that
this ia one of the worst measures ever
brought before* Parliainent. Tt is subver-
aive of ail constitutionsi. principles. It is
so, impracticable, se open to ail kinds of
fraud, {ihat I amn inclined to thin-k the Gov-
ernment probably hope that the Senate will
reject it, and will be happy if they do, so
that they rnay be able te say te the country,
"The Senate rejected the measure which
we prepared for the purpose of giving the
brave soldiers a votýe." I arn not ready te
render them that service, and I want to
leave to themn the responsibiliýty of carrying
eut this impracticable Bill. The Senate
would make a mistake if it assumed that re-
sponsihility. Therefore. altihough I am dis-posed to vote for ail ainendments which.
will improve the Bill, as the hion. gentleman
from Halifax has raid, and to give ail the
guarantees posisible thiat the vote will be
hionestly and independently taken, I shial
not vote ag ainst the second reading of the
Bill, but will wait to see what arnendrnents
inay be offered.

The motion was agreed to, and the Bill
was read the second tixne on a division.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED moved the House
resolve itself into a Committe of the Whole
on the Bill.

The motion was agreed to.

Hon. Mr. THOMPSON.

(In the Cominittee.)

Hon. Mr. KERR-The House will regret
'that the hon. leader lias flot in some way
deait with the principle of the Bill and en-
deavoured to reconcile themn to what is in
the -best interest of the country and the best
method of securing good governiment. It
must be regretted that this Bill should be
thrown at the Senate in this way and that
we should be told to ait down and take the
Bill in committee and mske any amend-
nients we thought proper. Where there is
a great principle in the Bill there should
be some exposition of the views of the Gov-
ernment upon it ibefore the House. Are the
Government in earnest about this? Do they
want this Bill passed? Do they think it is
in the interest of good governmeent that it
should be passed? Do they think it is a fair
Bill? Is it one *on which they are willing
to pin their faith, and pledge their respensi-
bility as the Government of this country?
Before this Bill gees to committee we shoculd
have sorne assurance with reference to
these points from the hion. gentleman rep-
resenting the Government in this House.
To my mind, dealing with the thing sepa-
rately and individually, it is one cf the
most iniquitous pieces cf legislatiorr which
ever was proposed. It ia one which is fraught
with very serious menace to the freedoni
and propriety and purity of elections. Tt~
is une which aims at getting an unfair ad-,
vantage, and no party that ever attempts
to do such a thing cani expeet to have either
the support or approval 'of the honeet
people of this country. I say under these
circumstances At is to bc deplored that there
is no one in this House to stand up for the
Gocvernment and say one single word in
coxumendation of this measure.

Hon. Mr. LOUGHEED-I take exception
to what nuy hon. friend hias said. H1e could
flot have heen in the House whien 1 intro-
duced the Bill. If nîy hion. friend will look
at the debates, hie wv±ll find that 1 made a
speech stating what the principles o! the
Bill were. 1 venture to state that rny hon.
friend cannot controvert those principles.
My hon. friend lias ne right to make the
statement which he lias done. H1e is abso-
luteiy incorrect. I should aise like to draw
attention te the fact that the second read-
ing lias been carried, and we are now dis-
cussing as te whether we shall go into cern-
mittee.

Hon. Mr. KElIR-Before we go into cern-
rnittee I arn entitled te say what 1 think


