
A Question [FEBRUARY 5, 1889] of Order.

need not quote that; but in order to show
that the practice in Canada is the same as
the English practice I shall quote from
page 223 of Bourinot, as follows:

" We may now take up the proceedings at the
stage where the Speech bas been duly deliveredby the Governor-General, and the Commons havereturned to their Chamber. The Speaker ofthe Senate, after the retirement of His Excellencyand the introduction of a bill pro formâ, will re-port the Speech,, which will be ordered to betaken into consideration immediatel y, or on a
future day,the day following, should it be a sitting
day, being generally chosen."

" Mr. SPEAKER-I would suggest to the hon.
member (Mr. Barthe) not to press the Bill at
present. It is contrary to our usual practice to
introduce a Bill before the Speech is answered.

Sir JOHN A. MACDONALD said the motion
which was always made was to protet the right of
the House to introduce Bills if they choose, but
even then it was considered not exactly respectful
to the Crown, and therefore the motion for the
second reading was not made. He would suggest
that the bon. gentleman should allow bis motion
to stand until after the Address. It would be con-
sidered that the motion was not made, and that it
was still on the Paper.

" The motion, witb leave of the House, was witb-
drawn."

Th 1ilr"iim x- e IIlLU0 So that we have what hon, gentlemenduced by the hon. gentleman this Session,but, as I contend, subsequent proceedings itwere not regular. We have the practiceleader ofthisin the House of Commons as to the con- House is a objectionable one. I am satis-
sideration of the Speech given at page 231 n
of Bourinot; and ir a note Mr. Bourinot foud th ournals o f itr be
gives the same resolution which I read J a n ae to go e ite my
from May, the resolutlion passed by the o
English House of Commons in MarcehOn eifta opeeeti obEngishbus ofComon laii~rc, fotund la the proceedings of any legislative1603, that one Bill and no more receives a
first reading for form's sake. At page 232 body la Brith Nort g m n; f ntBourinot goes 011 to give the practice incourse tae by th h o nte adthe Canadian Parliamnent:the anadan Prliaent:more conservative and more careful to" When the Speech bas been ordered to be taken follow precedents than any other buseinto consideration on a future day it is the practice iu the Dominion. We are, or ought to be,to move the formal resolution providing for thea pintment of the Select Standng Committees ofOUS g o-tesoftems oaevtv y thn the reapecro th0Les, and to lay before the Houses the report la Canada, and I feel so tof the Librarian and other papers. It is not deemed ofthis bouse should be the first to breakcOurteo s to the Crown in the Canadian Houses todiscuss any matter of public policy before con- tbrough time-honored practice like thatsidering the Speech. In 1878 1r. Barthe introduced to which I havie referred. 1 tbink it was
a defere t ence to insolvency, but withdrew t said by one hon, gentleman here "Oh itin defrence tw the wishes of the Houses tntil theAddress ias adopted. • * a It is the usualmovie A oe r iglish Commons to ask questions, gentlemans action, or the practice aswhile the A ddress or papers, and to present petitions butthIe heo ofigess is under eonsideration ; and inthe Sessiono 82 ue osdrto;adi much consequence; it does not violate thepublic B f w when the debate was prolonged,Publio Bills were iltroduced and discussed on constitution." But I think the essence oforeave,before the Address was agreed to." our parliamentary practice 18 that we are
I may say that in the English House ofgoverned by the custom of Parliameat,

Com on, the practice is to take the 'ot merely by laws and by rules, but byQueen's Speech into consideration at once.Now, 1 shal refer the House and the hon custom. On that point I sha. refer to
gentleman Opposite to an authority which, page 72 of May
I thik' be cannot help regarding as a The law of Parliament is thus defined by twovery Weighty one. I refer the hon. eminentauthorities (Coke and Blackstone): Asgentleman to pages 18 and 19 of the ery court of justice bath laws and customs forCanaianCon, 1itsdirection, some the civil and canon, some theanadian Commons liansard of 1878. It'common law, others their own pecuiar laws andappears that in the House of Commons customs, s0 the High Court o Parliament bathal iBarthe moved for leave to introduce also its own peculiar law, called the' lez et Consue-aG Bhe mvepe tou ae oit tudo Parliamenti.' This law of Parliament isin fl to repeal the insolvency law then'admitted to be art of the unwritten law of theth orce i the Dominion. This was before land, and as such is only to be collectedaccordinghe 'Speech Of His Excellency had been to the word of Sir Edward Coke, out of the rolis of'isposed oo: Parpiament and other records, and by precedents

and continued experience, to which it is added


