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Government Information
ceau) finds tradition such a motivating force for hlm and
his government.

The issue, of course, is the right of the public to informa-
tion. I suggest that if the minister had been responding to
the Secretary of State (Mr. Faulkner) af ter a request for a
legal opinion addressed to the Minister of Justice (Mr.
Lang), then perhaps I would have a more difficuit time
preparing my argument, but what the Minister of Justice
was doing was objecting to a program, speaking as the
member of parliament for Saskatoon-Humboldt. That is
quite a different category, and I am surprised that the
minister should wish to take refuge in the traditions of
confidentiality-I think very largely outmoded-by resist-
ing my motion.

As I said earlier, we will continue to have leaks of
information, letters, and other documents if governments
persist in trying to hold the lid on consultants' memoran-
da, letters, and so on whicb, by their very nature, should
neyer have been marked confidential. In any event 1 think
the issue should be tested, and I will be glad to have it
tested. I suspect that the Secretary of State has heard
many more representations about this particular program
than that of the hon. member for Saskatoon-Humboldt
(Mr. Lang), who is also the Minister of Justice of Canada,
and I arn surprised that ail these letters should be locked
away so that we, as representatives, and the public, are
unable to judge the merits of those representations.

Once again I thank those who have participated in the
debate. I arn sorry that inevitably the majority is a tradi-
tion bound government and that will mean that I will flot
be successful, but I arn sanguine about the outcome and I
hope that some day this, or a succeeding government, will
be much freer about making information available.

The Acting Speaker <Mrs. Morin): Is the House ready
for the question?

Somne hon. Memnbers: Question.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Marin): Ail those in favour
of the motion will please say yea.

Samne hon. Memnbers: Yea.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Morin): Ail those opposed to
the motion will please say nay.

Somne hon. Memnbers: Nay.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Marin): In my opinion the
nays have it.

And more than five hon. members having risen:

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Marin): Caîl in the members.
The House divided on the motion (Mr. Fairweather),

which was negatived on the following division:
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Mr. Speaker: I declare the motion los,
Mr. McCleave: Mr. Speaker, I was paired with the hon.

member for Quebec East (Mr. Duquet).


