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recess that he would make a statement as
to what progrcss had been made on recom-
mendations wvhicb had corne to bis attention
during the last tel months, and particularly
in the November session, having ta, do with
the setting up of the interdepartmental
committce and sevoral other ecanamies. I
uinderstand the minister will make one coin-
prehensive statement covering some forty
recommendations.

Mr. BROOKS: If I might rcvert to the
matter wbich we wcre just discussing, I have
hiad somo practical exporienco witb it, and I
rnight say tint if individual members of this
bouse are baving plenty of correspondenýce,
the comrnanding officers are also having thoir
share of trouble in this connection. Possibly
the ncwspapers are as mucli toi blame as any-
one. What we cali part 3 orders are not
always interpreted as. tbey should be. There
is a general impression that there sbould have
been an exodus fromn the training centres and
the army to the farms. As tbe minister has
explained, thoro is an application for leave
from the soldier bimself. This application bas
to be accampanied by letters fromn two dis-
interestcd persans. Tbcy make a statutory
declaration as ta the facts, wbicb is sent ta
the district officer commanding hy the coin-
manding officor of the unit witb his recom-
mendation. But 1 tbink the difflculty arises
in connection wvitb the A recruits and the R
rocruits. With the R recruits this provision
applies, but witb tbe active it does not, and I
would imagine tbat tbe trouble ta which tbe
lion. member for Weyhurn refers is probahly
due ta men in tbe depots wbo are active
service men coming ta, the training centres
and nlot coming under the saine regulations as
the R recruits. Tbey came in just about the
time, March 23 to April 9. 1 know we bad
-onsidcrable difflculty; the men from tbe
depots could ot understand why thoy were
ot given the samne consideration as the mon

wlîo had been calîrd Up iînder tbe National
War Services Act. A gond doal of confusion
bias oecurred on that account.

Therc aie a gond many applications in my
training centre. and I judge tbe saine is true

ý1over the dominion. Tbe men seom ta
think that ail thcy nced do is make applica-
tion and their application should ho granted.
But it is supposed to be granted only on com-
passionato grounds and not as a mattor of
right.

Mr. POUJLIOT: I hope the mînister will he
able to givo me some information about the
young man I mcntioned the other day wbo
bad six months beave given ta him hy tbe
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national war services board and wbo could nat
go back ta, bis father's farm but instead was
sont ta Nanaimo.

I find this bcading in tbe Montreal Gazette
of Marcbi 27, "Compulsory trainces are nucleus
of now coast defonce divisions". In fric
Montreal Standard of Marcb 28 there is a
picturo of the Minister of National Dofonce
in an article cntitlcd "Home Army". On May
2. I road in tbe Ottawa Journal a dispatcb
sont from somewbcre in Britisb Columbia hy
mail ontitlod "Popular French-Canadian unit
now in Pacifie defenco zone. Regiment en-
triisted with important operational raIe on
coast". What tbose young French-Canadians
arc doing on the caast is entirely different fromn
what the Mennonites are doing there. The
young Frencb-Canadians arc fighting for their
country wbile the Mennonites are earning a
dollar an bour warking in tbe sbipyards.

One tbing of whicb I bave ta complain ta
the minister is that letters whicb are sent
ta soldiers or trainees in the army addressed
ta what was tbe right address a few days or
a few weeks ago are nat forwarded as tbey
sbould be ta tbe mon where tbey are; tbey
are sent hack ta tbe sonder. I bave many
cases like that. In anc instance it was sent
ta the first camp wbere the man went and
afterwards it was sont back ta me. I bave
bere another envolope addressed ta a soldier
wbo was at Farnbam. It is marked, "No
Record; retura ta sonder." Ho was for-
wardýed somewhere cIsc, eitber in Britisb
Columbia or even in Nova Scotia. Tbe
county of Témiscouata does its sbare in
dofending bath coasts now. I have bore
another envelope that was addressed ta a
soldier at Coteau barracks at Three Hivers.
I know tbe man is at Debcrt camp, in Nova
Scotia; I heard tbat frein bis father, but the
cavelope bas been returned ta me fromn Coteau
harracks instead of hoing forwarded ta, the
man in Nova Scotia. Tbere is no excuse for
that. Soîdiers are always glad ta receivo
letters, and they should get their mail
properly. It is donc for civilians; I do flot
know why it is ot donc for soldiers and
trainces in the army. Tliere is no justification
for it. I bave here a letter I wrote ta a
soldier at Va.Icartier, in whicb I cnclosod a
copy of a lotter I had received from the
Department of National Defence. That
lotter alsa was returned. I have bore tbe
envelope; it was addressed ta the soldier,
giving bis name and number, at Valcartier
camp.

The situation is mast unsatisfactory; it
seems as though soldiers are not any botter
off than those in concentration camps. 0f
course thore must ho a reasan for it. The


