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skilled workmen which were not used. Some-
thing more than the mere existence of these
is required. 1 suggest that what is required
is a policy which will produce the commodi-
ties which the people of this country need,
because they need them; a policy which will
use the facilities of production to mýeet the
needs of tbe people; a policy based upon the
needs of the people, and flot upon the profits
that can be made fromn production.

The policy whicha the government is follow-
ing to-day, as regarde both farm prices and
wages, is disconeerting te the Canadian pub-
lic. It does flot augur very well for the post-
war period. The Canadian people to-day are
living, or existing, at a standard much below
that which is possible in this country. The
policy being pursued by the goverement bas
the effeet of maintaining that low standard of
living.

Let me quote from evidence given under
oath by a clergyman to a recent government
commission, regarding the standard of living
in bis community. This is what hie says:

1 would say that about half of the homes I
go in have flot a suffilientlv decent standard
of living. 1 go into homes of meni who work
scven da3 s a wveek, and are real industrious
men, fine types cf men, and yet they have flot
enough te live deeently. 1 have been in this
coirunity for sixteen years. aîîd I wvill say
that those people have liever had enoughi te live
decently, and be fair to their families.

Later on, lie says:
I would say that in about seventy-five per

cent of the homes the men muho work seven days
a week are toc tired te really enjuy lie.

Speaking cf their homes, hie bas this te say:
These old frame bouses are very bard te keep

warni. Sunie men are usinig two tous of coal
a montb te keep their buuses fit te live in.
They have ne mnoney witb whicb te repair these
homes.

.Speaking of overcrowding, bie says:
It is decidedly worse iuow than it liais been

in the sixteen years 1 bave beecu iii the ceni-
munity. I believe that there are tvo fa nilies
living ie homes that could comfortably acccm-
modate one, and semetimes net that.

Speaking about one family cf seven, hie said:
Tbey have one room dowlnstairs. They use

the kitchen downstajrs for the living-room,
kiteben and everything else. Then I tbînik two
bedrooms upstairs. They have te ercwd the
boys and girls together in the samne room in
winter time.

That is an illustration cf the conditions under
which some cf our Canadjan workanen have te
live, and as a ýresult cf the government's policy
they can receive no higher wages.

A few days ago the hion. member for Letb-
'bridge (Mr. Blackmore) piaced on Han.sard
a record cf the income sbown by the dominion
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bureau cf statistics for 87 per cent cf Canadian
wage-earners; that is the standard which to-
day is frozen by gevernment policy. That
pclicy in effeet decrees that 35-9 per cent of
ail Canadian wage-earners who in 1941 were in
receipt cf $500, or less, saal remain at that
lev eh. These statisties show tbat another 28-4
per cent were in receipt cf less than S1,000;
anether 19-6 per cent in receipt cf less than
$1,500. or a total of 83-9 per cent of aIl
Canadian wagýe-earners in 1941 in receipt of
less than $1,500 a year. And that is where
their income is frozen by gevereiment policy.

Let me point, eut that the Departinent cf
Labour, in its ewn officiaI bulletin in April,
1941, stat-ed that a, pre-war wage of $25 a wveek
w'ould lcav e a family practically ne margin for
expendittîre on anything 'but the basic neces-
sities cf lite. The amuunt uf $25 a week in
1941 would be equivalent to $29.2,5 te-day.
The $29.25 a week amounts te about S1,500 a
year. In other words, 83 per cent cf Canadian
wage-earners in 1941 were in receipt cf less than
the Department cf Labcur itself considers a
decent and fair standard cf living.

Thon, $29.25 a week for a 48-heur week
works out at approximately 62 cents an heur.
Let tis consider frcm the government's own
record, the Labour Gazette, just how many
people in Canada are in receipt cf less than
62 cents an hour-$29.25 a week or $1,500 a
year. Here are the statistics frem tbe Labour
Gazette: ie Halifax, je 1941, eigbt companies
paid rom 37 to 43 cents--and the wages are
stil] frozen ait that level. In New Glasgow
five companies paid frem 34 to 45 cents.
Twenty-nine pulp and paper cempanies paîd

from 25 te 50 cents; 44 manufacturing cem-
panies paid from 25 to 45 cents; 23 furniture
companies paid from 25 te 45 cents, and se
on down the list; until ive have a majority cf
the plants in which wage-eareers are em-
pioyed piaying at least $6, er more, less each
week than the iDepartment cf Labcur's own
estimate of wliat cuiistitutcs a fair wage
income. Cont.rast this with what bas been
taking place in England. Officia] statistics
based upon a survey made of six and a haIt
million manual workers in England last faîl
show that the wagýes cf those over twenty-cne
yeais cf age had increased by 61-5 per cent
over 1938, while those under twenty-ene had
received wage increases amcueting te 77 per
cent as compared witb 1938.

Mr. HOMUTU: Wbat was the rate per
hour?

M'r. NOSEWORTHy: Among women
werkers tbe increase amounted te 77 per cent.


