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Mr. RHODES- The hon. member for
Queens-Lunenburg rnentioned that a great
bulk of the casks are used in the export
business, but if that is so a drawback could
be obtained.

Mr. ERNST: What about the individual?
Mr. RHODES: My hon. friend now cornes

back to the individual. A moment ago hie was
saying that it wouId be difficuit to administer
this regulation, that we would not be able to
colle et the tax frorn the individuai; if that is
so, then hie need not worry. If my hon.
friend bas any specifie instances where hie
believes the drawback is unworkable or wbere
no method can be devised to obtain a draw-
back, 1 shouid like to know of thern. If
hie can show me definite instances, then I wili
agree that hie has made out a case. I should
like him to give me the chapter and verse
and then I can subrnit the case to the experts
in the Department of National Revenue and
at the next sitting of this committee 1 shall
be able to give their opinions.

Mr. DUFF: The officers of the departmnent
have told us that we cannot appiy for a rebate
on this sait. As I said, 99-99 per cent of the
sait used for curing fish is exported; only

001 of the sait is used for fish for local
consumption. I have no desire to be personal
in this matter, but I want to give the
minister ail the information I possess. I arn
interested in the importation of sait. My bon.
friend bas said that domestie sait was as
good as f oreign. sait to cure fish, but I con-
tend that that is nlot correct.

Mr. RHODES: Does my hon. friend mean
to say that we cannot produce in Canada
sait as good for the curing of fish as sait
produced elsewhere in the world?

Mr. VENIOT: You cannot do it.
Mr. DUFF: The sait produced in Ontario

is ail right for table use, and there is some
fishery sait manufaotured in that province,
but it is too far away fruin Quebee, the mari-
times and British Columbia. Some of the
fine sait used in the fish business is caiied
Liverpool sait; it gives what is known as a
quick strike. Real fishery sait is crusbed to
about thé size of a pea. I am not trying
to detract from the virtues of the Maiagash
sait because I have done everytbing I could
to heip Mr. Chambers. I heiped him to
make investigations; I put a scientist on the
job and hie, Mr. Chambers and myseif mad-
tests for three months. That scientist did
everything possible, to remove the foreign
matter, but hie was not successful. That sait
is not suitable for our purposes. When our
fish is packed in it they wiil not bring the

saine price as wben tbey are packed in sait
taken from the ocean. Maiagash sait is taken
frorn the earth while the sait we use cornes
frein the ocean. This saût is evaporated in
the Medjiteiranean, in Trapani, Spain, or in
the West Indhes in Turks island. Anyone
wbo bas been in the West Indies wili know
the strength of tbe sait water there and wiil
appreciate my argument. The water is put
in ponds and ailowed to evaporate, the sait
taken out and the ponds again filied with
water.

There is another matter to which I shouid
like the Minister of Trade and Commerce te
give attention. In the aid days much of the
business fromn the maritime provinces was
carried on in saiiing vessels. To-day the use
of these vesseis is not as great but consider-
able business is stili done in this manner. If
I ship a cargo of fish in a saiiing vessel to Porto
Rico or Trinidad or sorne other point-in doing
this I corne into competition with the Canadian
government merchant marine-the oniy re-
turn cargo availabie is sait. If my vessel goes
to Newfoundiand and ioads a cargo of fish
f or Oporto or sorne port in Greece or Italy,
the oniy return cargo availabie is sait.
Canadian sait is not suitabie for our purposes
and we shouid not be penaiized in the pur-
chase of a suitaibie commodity. The ships
return with the foreign sait which is put in
storage. That sait is sold, as the hon. member
for Queens-Lunenburg bas said, not to one
man who cures say twa thousand quintals of
fish but to one bundred men who cure twenty
quintals each, or even to five hundred men.
Those men do not corne back to seil their fish
to me because I soid them their sait; they rnay
seil their fish to anyone of the firms who
signed a telegramn sent recently to the Minister
of Finance. This teiegrarn reads, as foiiows:

We the undersigned dried and pickled fisb
exportera protest against the irnposition of sales
tax on fiali packages tbus adding to the cost of
articles not used in Canada at a tirne when
exportera cannot selI ta cover tbe purchase
price this notwitbstanding the fish in rnost
cases were bouglit from tbe fisberrnen below
cost of production. If tbis unreasonabie tax is
insisted upon it wili simpiy penalize the larger
cooperage producers tbis owing ta, the imposai-
biity of coliecting frein the rnany individuals
producîng packages in a saal way.

That is what the hon. member for Queens-
Lunenýburg said. The teiegram continues:

Further we cannat understand the govern-
rnent's action in continuing to increase the sales
tax and excise tax on sait for the fishermen.
The production of sait fish being almoat entirey
f or export this burden put upon aur fishermen
is not consistent with tbe bonusing of five cents
a bushel an wheat. We implore your compli-
ance witb aur request ta eliminate said tax
from the tariff.


