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effort of the nations Included within the
British Commonwealth is stili unabated and
wili so continue to the end. Equally earnest
and resolute is the spirit of ail the aiiied
nations and especially of the great neigh-
bouring and, kindred Commonwealth, w.hose
enormous power and vast resources are now
begtnnIng to make themseives feit ln the
determination of the Issue.

I commend your deliberations to the Divine
guidance ln the confident expectation that they
wiil be worthy of the supreme purpose to
which our national endeavour is dedicated.

Rt. Hon. -Sir ROBERT BOIDfEN (Prime
Minister): I beg to, move that the -speech of
His Exrcellency the Governor Genenal to.
both Hiomises of Pýaalamemt be, tiaken into
conisidemati on to.day. I rwonlld suggesit to
mny -right hon. fýriend thait lit rwould p'robably
aiuit the con'venience of hon,. tmem1bers if
the nmover and seoocnder 'were 'to, proceed
with their aýdîdresîses to-day, -at the conclu-
sien cif whic.h it might be more convenient
to adjourn. Vhe diebaite, to ibe prooeededý with
to-morrow. As the speech of His Excel-
leney basl only just been delivered, I would
net deaure to go on wà-th the debate to-duy
u±nleses ny hen. friends on boath sid-es of
tihe House prefer that course. For my
part, I think it would be 'better to adjourn
the debate until to-imorrow.

Motion agreed to.

On motion, of Sir Robert Borden, it war.
oirderedtfhat the OrderJfoT the consideration
of the 'moion fo(r an (axdesis to His Excel-

'lency 'the Governo-r General in reply to his
speech at the opening of the, session have
precedence over aàIi other ibuisineiss ex'cept
introduction of Bills, until di'sposed of.

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL'S SPEECH.

ADDRESS IN RWILY.

The House proceêded to the consideration
of the speech of His Excellency the Gover-
nor General Mt the opening of the session.

Mir. HERBERT? M. MOWAT (Parkdaie)
-rose to move that an. ad&ress be presented to
Hits Exc'el'lency the Governor Genenjaa, off er-
in- t.he humble thamks of this Housle t-o His
Excellency for tlhe gracious speech wthiih he
has -been pilea>sed to make 1-o bo4.h flouses
of Parliament. HIe saîd-

Mr. Speaker, any 'speech by His Excel-
lency the Duke of Devonshire, even though
he may have had the assistance of others
in its details, must now have a personal
character because of the regard in whieh ha
is held in ever-increasing measure in the
hearts of Canadians. He bas now been

with us nearly two years, and his publie
utterances, and patronage of that which. is
good, ýas well as his domestie example and
devotion to d-uty, are such as commend
themselves to ail. For mnany years there
have been Gavendishes who have been
eminent puýblic servants, and our Governor
General maintains the family tradition.

I would like to pause here for -a moment
to extend-at any rate on behalf of the new
members -of the House-felicitations upon
your re-election as Chief Commoner, and to
say that we concur in the true and proper
thinge which were said of you by the right
honourable leaders this morning.

This firat session of the thirteenth Parlia-
ment of Canada is held under unusual cir-
cumstances; circumstances agreeable in
that 'a new and fresh mandate of the people
bas been given which clears many diffi-
culties in war-time government, and flot s0
agreeable in that in the obtaining of the
judgment of the people some political
adherences have suffered a severance for the
time, owing to diVergence of opinion as to
the sternness of the demands of war.
Strong men have strong opinions, and cross
currents of political thought arose which
made excisions in party alignments. The
last GToveTnment 'and the present Govern-
ment said that a case had arisen to compel
young men to serve as soldiers. Their
opponents said, "No. You go too fast. You
break traditions. We are voluntaries. You
will do better by making another appeal for
service first. We want a vote on the specific
question. We have principle s which are
immutable in time of.peace and must not
be forsaken in time of war. One of these
principles is our dislike -of compulsion."~
There were some who presented pleas on
perhaps a lower plain and which were less
attractive. They said: "We have donc
enough. No one had the right to offer
500,000 men. The war is three thousand
miles away. Let our American neighbours
do it now." These arguments, on the other
band, were resisted as being inadequate.
"We entered the war,- said the other party,
"for the sake of liberty and civiliza.tion
which. are in peril, as wvei1 as be-cause 'we
were of the British Empire. Volunteering has
ceased. Honour requires us to support the
men who have go«ie out for us and whoe
ranks have sadly diminished.' War changes
minds and relieve-s from adherence to
principles held in time of peace and of
philosophie reasoning. War is ruthless.
We must hurry or we shall be too late.
Besides, there are the d-ead of ail the
provinces.


