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ln Canada cornîng out to jolu them upon of this goverument or -mas if upon repre-
approval of the Japanese consul at Van- sentatlons of tbe imperlal goverament ?
couver ; third, rnercbants and students duly The PRIME MINISTER. 1 have flot
qualified. Within these bounds, even ac- okdathcresnec fromti,
cording to the most extrerne views whlcb okdahb orsodnefrsretre
miay be entertaiued in British Columbia, 1 ar n ot aware tbat we have any corres-

ino harrn can corne from Japanese immri- pondence upon the subject, but I fblnk If
graion beaue n Jpanseimmigration wa one upon ou r own Initiative.

except wliat Is here speclfled is possible ; Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). Does the rigbt
therefore, if is not necessary at this time f0 hon. gentleman consider tbat the statufes
pass any legislaflon to probibit that class passed by the British Columbia legisiature
of immigrants. For these reasons we wenf beyond the provisions of the statutes
mnaintalu that restriction only f0 Cbinese wbich are now la force lu other colonies,
and not to Japanese immigrants. for example lu the colony of Natal, and 1

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I would like fbink In some of tbe Australasian colonies ?

to ask the right hou. gentleman on wbaf Tbe PRIME MINISTER. Beyond its
the action of tbe governmenf was based iu legislative powers.
disallowing tbe recent acts of the Britisb Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). Mr. Obairman,
Columbia legisiature ? Perbaps be will be Is there any really good reason wby the
good enougli t0 give us information as to p)rovince of Britisb Colunibia should not
what tbe acts were whlch were disallowed. bave the same rlghfs lu regard f0 leglala-

The PRIME MINISTER. 1 cannot at f ion of fbaf kind-I arn speaking frorn the
tbis moment, speaking frorn remory, state standpoinf of the empire, flot frorn fbe Cana-
tbe nature of tbe Acts. Speakiiig ia very dian standpoinf alone-Is there any good rea-
general terrns, the Acts wbicb were dis- son wby Britisb Columbia should not exer-
allowed were of a nature wbicb prevented cise the sarne rlghts lu regard f0 legislation
Japanese aud Chinese working lu tbe mines. of tbat klnd as are at present exercised by
We bad bad communication several fimes tbe colony of Natal ? My right hon. frlend is
with the goverunent of British Columbia aware of course, that the Act whicb is en-
to tbe effect tbaf If tbey wonld restrict tbe forced is printed in tbls report and 1 under-
operafion of their Act to Obinese labourers stand tbat It goes v-ery far indeed towards
only and exempt tbe Japanese labourers, the exclusion o! Immigration, even to tbe
we would nof object and would not dis- prohibition of Asiatic labour. I would like
allow the Acf ; but if fhey were to continue to understand, if thîs disallowance fook
to apply these restrictions to Japanese Pl ce fror the imperial sfandpoint, and 1
labourers as well as f0 Chinese, we tbougbt would gather thaf from the right hon.
sucb legislation ivould comè Into conflict gentleman' s .rernarks, -ývhy if la, that
wlth our views upon the obligations wblcbhes iperial concerus more directly
rested on Canada as part of the Britisb to=ch the povince of British Columbia
empire. Japan being an ally of Great Bn- than they do the colony of Natal or
tain, we tbougbt if exfremely unadvisable the Autralasian colonies, f0 whîch I
to pass any Acf wbicb migbf cause friction bave referred. I arn as ready as my
between the empire of Japan and the British rigbf bon. friend would be f0 give al
empire. 0f course if the Japanese goveru- due weigbt to imperial intereafs in regard to
ment liad refused f0 take any action and ilegisiation of thaf kiud, but 1 bave been
Lad allowed the subjects of that empire unable f0 understand why these interests
f0 flood the British Columbia labour market, would, mordietycneuhepone
we would bave been probably induced to oBithColumbla than the colony of
reconsider our own views. Representations Natal or the Australasian colonies.
were made by our officiais, af ail events, I ~ PIEMNSE. Terao
may say that verbal representations were sjeem PRIM bea ey bvoS e. The raton

made by myseif f0 the Japanese consul. Iu taken by the Canadian goverumeut lu this
view of the fact that tbe Japanese goveru- mter was not dictated solely froin the
ment had prohlbifed fbeir owu people from point of vlew of imperial interesta, but
corning f0 Canada, we fhougbt that there solely from the point of view of Canadian
was no uecessity for enactlng such legîs- înfterests. The geographical relation of Can-
lat ion, and fberefore we took the action ada f0 Japan Is very dIfferent from the geo-
that we did. 1 have bad furtber communi- grpial reltion of Japan f0 Natal. We
cation with my frieud, Mr. Prior, tbe pie- lntend f0 bave a frade bet-ween Japanl and
sent premier of British Columbia 0on this Cantada. We intend. to bring about a de-
subject. and I hope thaf ln future auy velopmeto the relations whicbi exisf be-
legislation fbat may be passed Iu British fween thaf progressive people and our ownl
Columbia will be confined f0 Chinese labour- people. We bave steamers plying to-day
ers, and lu that view we bave uofified the befween this country nnd the orient, steam-
goverument of British Columbia thaf weer vchaeubdidbytsgoe-

see o cuse 0 iferfre.meut. We have at preseut l Japanl exhi-

Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). Did the dis- bition commissioners who are frying f0 Pro-
allowance fake place upon the initiative mote frade befween Canada and Japan. Un-


