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mercial purposes, and the immnediate result
is already a quarrel between the two coun -
tries as to whether er not a prisoner can b?
conveyed down the Stikeen River. We are
bouind by one of the clauses of that treaty to
give the United States the free use of ail the
canals of the Dominion, and they are bound
only to use their influence with the individual
States to secure for us the navigation of the
canals of the States contiguous to us, travers-
ing the bounldaries of the two countries. So
they placed as actually in a position of
inferioritv in Iis respect from which no nego-
tiation cau possibly deliver us; and the suc-
cessors of the lion. gentieman's Government
have been obliged to take a stand upon other
grounds in vindication of the rights of this
country to certain privileges in connection
with the navigation of these waters."

The hon. gentleman was entirely
nistaken with regard to the common

use or free navigation of the St. Law-
rence. So long ago as 1826, a most
elaborate discussion of the subject took
place, and the Imperial Government
then offered it to the United States as
a concession; but the offer was refused,
the United States demanding it as a
right, and stating that,unless they so
obtainei it, they would not accept it
at ab. And this was the reason and
the only reason why the free naviga-
tion of the St. Lawrence was not part-
ed with so long ago as 1826. Whether
the Treaty with Russia gave us these
rivers or not, on the face of this Treaty
appeared the fact that the United
States abandoned the position they
maintained in 1826, and accepted it as
a concession from the Government of
Great Britain. Every person under-
stood that the common use or right of
navigating the magnificent St. Law-
rence was a mere phrase without any
meaning in it whatever, as the navi-
gation of the St. Lawrence did not
amount to anything apart from the
navigation of the canals. He would
read a clause in the Treaty to show
the hon. gentleman that, by an Order
im Council to-morrow, notwithstanding
the Trenty, he could close every canal
in Canada against United States bot-
toms whilst leaving them open for the
free use of Canadian subjects ; there-
fore the hon. gentleman was under a
complete misapprehension when he
eupposed that legislative and adminis-
trative action regarding these canals
had been taken out of the hands of the
Government by this Treaty. The 27th
Article of the Treaty was as follows

" The Government of Her Britannic Majesty
engages to urge upon the Governmnent of the
Dominion of Canada to secure to the citizens of
the United States the use of the Welland, St.
Lawrence and other canals in tbe Dominion on
terms of equality witli the inhabilants of the
Dominion ; and the Governmsent of the United
States engages tiat the subjects of Her Britan-
nic Majesty shall enjoy the usc of the St. Clair
Flats' Canal on terms of equality with the in-
habitants of the United States; and,further,en-
gages to urge upon hie State Governments to
secure to the subjects of Her Britannic Majesty
the use of the several canals connected with
the navigation of the likes or rivers traversed
by, or contiguous to, the bouîndary-line between
the possessions of lie high contractinsg parties,
on terms of equality c ith the inhabitants of
the United States."

Then this was furtier provided:

I The Government of the United States may
suspend the right of carrying granted in favour
of the subjects of lier Britannic Majesty under
this article, in case the Dominion of Canada
should, at any time, deprive the citizens of the
United States of the use of the canals in the
said Dominion on terms of cquality with the
inhabitants of the Dominion, as provided iii
Article XXVII.'

So, in the first place, all that the
Imperial Government bound itself to do
was to use its influence with the Gov-
ernment of Canada to obtain the use of
these canals for the people of the
United States, in precisely the same
manner as the American Government
bound itself to use its influence wi th
the States' Governments, iii order to
secure to the people of Canada the use
of State Canals; and the proviso fol-
lowed that, if certain concessions with
reference to the carrying trade wero
withdrawn, other concessions inade by
the United States could be suspended.
It was, therefore, evident that the hon.
gentleman night, to-morrow, by a
stroke ofhsis pen in an Order in Council,
close our canals against the people of
the United States. This was an inpor-
tant point, and, deprived of the right
of dealing with the speeci of the lion.
gentleman on the occasion, in conse-
quence of the ruling of Mr. Speaker,
he now desired to correct the grave
and serious error into which the hon.
gentleman had fallen, because it led the
Canadian people to suppose that we
had deprived ourselives of the lever
which, at any time, we might use if
we desired it, for the purpose of obtain-
ing botter trade relations with the
United States.

Mr. MACKENZIE said he had not
fallen into error, but had stated what
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