Marriage with o

“That the Moderator, Dr. Reid, Principal
Caven, Dr. Gregg (convener), and Prof. Me-
Laren, be appointed a Committee to pre
petitions to the Governor-General and both
. Houses of Parliament, deprecating their giving
assent to the Bill now before Parliament, which
{::oposes to give legal sanction to marriage

tween & man and his deceased wife’s sister
or his deceased brother’s wife. The petition to
be submitted for approval at next meeting of
Presbytery.”

And they ask for delay, and I think it
right to give them time to fully present
their views to this House. I would ask
the hon. gentleman who has introduced
this Bill, to be content with it, and with-
~ draw further proceedings upon it, so that

the House may be able to pass upon it
' another year. ‘

Mz. HOUDE: I understand that a
certain portion of the public would pre-
fer to see this Bill undergo a slight change
“ in its ‘wording, so as to make it read that
laws prohibitisg such marriage are re-
pealed, instead of saying that these mar-
riages will be legal. Some hon. members
will, perhaps, remark that there is not
much difference between the two expres-
sions ; but persons whose opinion deserves
deference, even eminent jurists, pretend
that, so far the Province of Quebec is
concerned, especially, there exists a dif-
ference worthy of notice. My object is to
leave no doubt as to the possibility of
applying the 127th clause of the Civil
Code of the Province of Quebec to mar-
riage between a man and the sister of hig
deceased wite or the widow of his de-
ceased brother, as it applies, for instance,
to marriage between a man and his
.cousin. By the amendment I am going
to move, if it were adopted, the 125th
clause would read.as if marriage between
2 man and the sister of his deceased wife,
or the widow of his deceased brother, had
never existed any more than between a
man and his cousin ; whilst this Bill
says that such marriage shall be legal.:
Therefore, I move in amendment to the
amendment, seconded by Mr. Hurteau,
that all the words ¢ that” in the main
motion be struck out and replaced by the
following :

¢“The report of the Committee be nob
now conecurred in, but that the Bill be referred
again to the Commjttee of the Whole, with in-

“ struction to replace the first and the second
clauses by the following':
. 1. All laws prohibiting marriage between a
maon and the sister of his deceased wife or the
widow of his deceased brother, are hereby

repealed.
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2. This Act shall also aprly, as if laws
hereby repealed had never existed, to mar-
riages hereafter contracted, tlie parties whereto
are living as husband and wife at the time of
the passing of this Act.

Mr, MACKENZIE: What laws will
be repealed ? ' There are no such laws,

Mz. HOUDE: In the Provinces other
than that of Quebec, there is the Common
Law of England.

. Mr. MACKENZIE : We have mno
power to deal with the Laws of Eng-
land.

Mg, HOUDE: I say the common law
of England, which has become law in the
Provinces of this Dominion, except that
of Quebec. In the Province of Quebec
there exists a statutory law positively
prohibiting such marringes. In the other
Provinces they are only voidable, but in
ours they are absolutely void. It is
these laws I propose to repeal. Where-
there is mo such law, well, nothing will
have to be repealed. '

Mg. CASEY : I do not intend to go
into the question of the sentiments of His
Lordship of Three Rivers, but I wish to
call attention to the form of this resolu- -
tion. I am in doubt whether the House
can possibly entertain this motion. It is
one in words to repeal the laws which
make such marriages as these illegal.
There are no laws in Canada which make:
them illegal, and I do not think we can
undertake to repeal any laws except the
laws of Canada. We cannot repeal any
ecclesiastical law which makes these mar-
riages illegal, neither can we repeal the
Common Law of England in respect to
such marriages. :

Sir SAMUEL L. TILLEY : I wish
to say a few words ou this question
before a vote is taken, se that if I am
called to vote upon it next. Session I may
not be considered inconsistent. This is a
very important question, but I ‘do not
think the country will suffer by its being
delayed twelve months, in order that it
may be more carefully considered than at
present. If this Bill is not carried, and
comes up next Session, I will feel bound
to sustain the principles of the Bill.

" Motion made : :

That the Bill, as amended in Committee of
the Whole, be now taken into consideration,—
(Mr. Girouard, Jucques Cartier.)

Motion in amendment made

That the said Bill, as ameaded in Committee
of the Whole, be not now considered, but that -



