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The trugedy of the countries of Eastern Europe, which have now
become satellites of communism but which never knew politicul liberty
end democracy, is that they have lost the great chance that victory gave
them to establish free governments based on the popular will.  They have
sunk back into a different, but deeper despotism than they have ever
known before.. They will soon learn thaty if they do not know it already,
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.~ .. Czechoslovakia/is one country which has sarned and deserved a
better fate. It is imvortant that we who may be inclined to teke freedom
snd perlismentary democracy for granted understand the chain of tragic
circumstances which have led, once again, to the loss by Czechoslovakis
of its hard won liberty. .. . - ... s B I e

' This is a frightenihg case history of communisﬁ in ection. It
is worth studying. Ca S ez

- In & free election held in Czechoslovekia in Mzy, 1946, the com-
munist party emerged as the strongest singl» party with 38 per cent of
the votes. A five-power cozlition eabine. .as formed under & communist
premier, Mr. Klement Gottiweld. - Among other importunt posts the communists
were. given the ministry of informstion, with control of  the national ra-
dio, &nd the ministry of the interior - always their fivourite post -
with control- of the police. - The ministry of nationel defence was entrus-
ted to an "independent" of strong communist leanings. o

A new election was scheduled for April or May of this year, and
the commmnists had confidently ssanounced that this time they expected
to win 51 per cent of the votes. In the meentime, however, they were
tsking certain steps to ensure this perliamentary mujority. Of these
steps the most insidious was the re-organization of the police force by
the minister of the interior, who had quietly been transferring non-
communists one by one from police commznd posts end replacing them with
trusted communists until finaldy about 80 per cent of these posts were
in the hands of communists. The communists were also trying to discredit
and undermine the influence of their chief opponents by accusing them of
subversive sctivities. SR PETPIE . R :
. , L v e

The non-communist members of the cabinet carried a majority re-
solution instructing the minister of the interior to cancel the appoint-
ment of communists to certein key police posts. When, by February 20,
no reply had been recvived from the minister of. the interior, twelve of
the fourteen non-communist ministers resigned. Premier Gottwald promptly
denounced the twelve non-communist ministers who had resigned as "agents
of foreign reaction® and demended that President Benes sccept their re-
signutions end ailow hiu to form a new “"people's government®. At the sam
time he proceeded to demonstrate that the communists were both reedy and
willing to back this demand by the use of force. On February 22 the con-
munist lesders of the Genersl Confederction of Labour declured that the
Confederstion was solidly behind the Premier and later announced that a
generzl strike would be called if the President did not bow to the de-
mends of the communist party. The police were issued with erms, and
local authorities were instructed to take orders from "action committees'
appointed by the communist party.- The Prague hesdquarters of the Nationt
Socialist and Social Democrst parties were occupied by the police. By
Wednesdsy, Februwry 25, all vital communications, government ministries,
end industrial areas were under communist control and all opposition new:
paper plants hed been occupied by action committees. Mass demcnstration
of workers were organized in the streets of Prague. Finally, President
Benes, who ten yeeurs earlier hud seen his country yield to the pressur®
of powerful neighbours on the West, now yielded to communist pressure 18
order to avoid bloodshed and chaos, and accepted the cabinet proposed

by Premier Gottwald for the constitutional reason that the Premier hed
at last been able, by methods of persuasion at which we cen only guesss
to present a parliasmentary majoritye.
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