
Period of study

Any component of a higher education programme which has been evaluated and documented and, 
while not a complete programme of study in itself, represents a significant acquisition of knowledge 
or skill.

Qualification

Higher education qualification

Any degree, diploma or other certificate issued by a competent authority attesting 
the successful completion of a higher education programme.

Qualification giving access to higher education

Any diploma or other certificate issued by a competent authority attesting the 
successful completion of an education programme and giving the holder of the 
qualification the right to be considered for admission to higher education (cf. the 
definition of access).

A.

B.

Recognition

A formal acknowledgement by a competent authority of the value of a foreign educational 
qualification with a view to access to educational and/or employment activities.

Requirement

General requirements

Conditions that must in all cases be fulfilled for access to higher education, or to a 
given level thereof, or for the award of a higher education qualification at a given 
level.

A.

Specific requirements

Conditions that must be fulfilled, in addition to the general requirements, in order 
to gain admission to a particular higher education programme, or for the award of 
a specific higher education qualification in a particular field of study.
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4


