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(ii) in the case of the products specified in Attachment B, by attaching an annex
to its Schedule including all products in Attachment B, which is to specify the
detailed HS headings for those products at either the national tariff line level
or the HS 6-digit level.

- Each participant shall promptly médify its national tariff schedule to reflect the modifications
it has proposed, as soon as they have entered into effect.

3 Participants shall meet periodically under the auspices of the Council on Trade in Goods to
review the product coverage specified in the Attachments, with a view to agreeing, by consensus, whether
in the light of technological developments, experience in applying the tariff concessions, or changes
to the HS nomenclature, the Attachments should be modified to incorporate additional products, and
to consult on non-tariff barriers to trade in information technology products. Such consultations shall
be without prejudice to rights and obligations under the WTO Agreement.

4. Participants shall meet as soon as practicable and in any case no later than 1 April 1997 to
review the state of acceptances received and to assess the conclusions to be drawn therefrom.
Participants will implement the actions foreseen in the Declaration provided that participants representing
approximately 90 per cent of world trade? in information technology products have by then notified
their acceptance, and provided that the staging has been agreed to the participants’ satisfaction. In
assessing whether to implement actions foreseen in the Declaration, if the percentage of world trade
represented by participants falls somewhat short of 90 per cent of world trade in information technology
products, participants may take into account the extent of the participation of States or separate customs
territories representing for them the substantial bulk of their owntrade in such products. At this meeting
the participants will establish whether these criteria have been met. 3

3 Participants shall meet as often as necessary and no later than 30 September 1997 to consider
any divergence among them in classifying information technology products, beginning with the products
specified in Attachment B. Participants agree on the common objective of achieving, where appropriate,
a common classification for these products within existing HS nomenclature, giving consideration to
interpretations and rulings of the Customs Co-operation Council (also known as the World Customs
Organization or “WCO”). Inany instance in which a divergence in classification remains, participants
will consider whether a joint suggestion could be made to the WCO with regard to updating existing
HS nomenclature or resolving divergence in interpretation of the HS nomenclature.

6. The participants understand that Article XXTII of the General Agreement will address nullification
or impairment of benefits accruing directly or indirectly to a WTO Member participant through the
implementation of this Declaration as a result of the application by another WTO Member participant
of any measure, whether or not that measure conflicts with the provisions of the General Agreement.

i Each participant shall afford sympathetic consideration to any request for consultation from
any other participant concerning the undertakings set out above. Such consultations shall be without
prejudice to rights and obligations under the WTO Agreement.

8. Participants acting under the auspices of the Council for Trade in Goods shall inform other
Members of the WTO and States or separate customs territories in the process of acceding to the WTO
of these modalities and initiate consultations with a view to facilitate their participation in the expansion
of trade in information technology products on the basis of the Declaration.

*This percentage shall be calculated by the WTO Secretariat on the basis of the most recent data available
at the time of the meeting.



