states to intervene - unilaterally or multilaterally - is reduced and as NGOs offer clear strengths
and capabilities, NGOs enjoy an increased prominence in peacebuilding efforts. The efforts of
NGOs comprise a vital part in contemporary efforts to eliminate conflict and preserve peace.
The study comprises four parts. First, the author explores the new context of NGO involvement.
Second, the study examines the nature and scope of NGO involvement in peacebuilding
activities. Third, the paper critically analyzes the compl.xities and challenges presented by NGO
participation in interventionist activities. Last, the paper looks to offer some initial observations
and propositions regarding the niche that NGOs ought to fulfill in contemporary peacebuilding
efforts.
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Abstract

With the end of the Cold War, the context for humanitarian assistance has changed and,
along with it, the role played by major agencies involved in complex emergencies. The paper
examines the evolving relationship between NGOs and military missions in such interventions,
with a particular focus on lessons learned in Bosnia and Herzegovina. While NGOs have sought
modes of cooperation that address their security concerns but preserve their independence and
neutrality, military entities have engaged in non-traditional activities to expedite the fulfilment of
their objectives towards an exit strategy. The United Nations, as a central coordinator, has an
important role to play in balancing the integrity of the humanitarian agenda with the optimal use
of military resources in fluid environments. In order to succeed, it must acknowledge that the
effective and efficient achievement of mandates in complex emergencies will depend in part on
the contribution of NGOs in both the discourse and management of frameworks for cooperation.
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