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may take into consideration any additional documents considered to
be relevant in the particular case.

Article 34

Procedure before the International Preliminary Examining
Authority

(1) Procedure before the International Preliminary Examining Au-
thority shall be governed by the provisions of this Treaty, the Regula-
tions, and the agreement which the International Bureau shall con-
clude, subject to this Treaty and the Regulations, with the said Au-
thority.

(2)(a) The applicant shall have a right to communicate orally and
in writing with the International Preliminary Examining Authority.

(b) The applicant shall have a right to amend the claims, the de-
scription, and the drawings, in the prescribed manner and within the
prescribed time limit, before the international preliminary examina-
tion report is established. The amendment shall not go beyond the dis-
closure in the international application as filed.

(c) The applicant shall receive at least one written opinion from
the International Preliminary Examining Authority unless such Au-
thority considers that all of the following conditions are fulfilled:

(i) the invention satisfies the criteria set forth in Arti-
cle 33(1), :

(ii) the international application complies with the require-
ments of this Treaty and the Regulations in so far as checked by that
Authority,

(iii) no observations are intended to be made under Arti-
cle 35(2), last sentence.
(d) The applicant may respond to the written opinion.

(3)(a) If the International Preliminary Examining Authority con-
siders that the international application does not comply with the re-
quirement of unity of invention as set forth in the Regulations, it may
invite the applicant, at his option, to restrict the claims so as to comply
with the requirement or to pay additional fees.



