CD/PV.548
4

(Mr. Bondevik, Norway)

«es This session of the Conference on Disarmament is particularly focused

on the negotiations on a chemical weapons convention. We should now be ready
to fulfil our commitment from last year's Paris Conference to intensify
negotiations with a view to finalizing a global, comprehensive and effectively
verifiable ban on chemical weapons at the earliest date.

The revised and improved mandate of the Ad hoc Committee on Chemical
Weapons permits the Conference to include the final drafting of the convention
in the work of this session. It should now be possible to solve the remaining
technical and political issues, and make 1990 a decisive year for the
convention.

We fully recognize, however, that important, sensitive and complex issues
have yet to be solved. The system of verification of non-production is one
such issue. The Conference will have to find verification measures for plants
producing dual-purpose chemicals which are not part of the regular routine
inspection system. The national trial inspections have provided a great deal
of valuable experience and information, which has been useful both for the
negotiations and for the national authorities and industries involved in this
work.

I am pleased to be able to report to this forum that Norway conducted
its first national trial inspection in February of this year. The facility
inspected was an organic chemical production plant producing a commercial
product by application of a schedule 3 chemical. The inspection showed that
it was possible to verify that the schedule 3 chemical was used in legitimate
production, and that the flow of the schedule 3 chemical could be easily
followed as well as accounted for. A report to the Conference about this
inspection and our experience with it is under preparation and will be
presented to the Conference before the end of the first part of the
1990 session.

The United States and the Soviet Union have declared that they possess
chemical weapons. It is of paramount importance to the negotiations that all
countries possessing such weapons make similar declarations and draw up plans
for their destruction. All chemical-weapon States should furnish information
about the location, composition and size of their stocks. This is not only
important as a confidence-building measure, but must also be considered a
prerequisite for universal adherence to the convention. Likewise all
countries not possessing chemical weapons should make declarations to that
effect. Norway has no chemical weapons and we have firmly stated that such
weapons will not be stationed on Norwegian territory.




