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(Mr. Carlos Miranda y Elio, Spain)
Consequently, my country is in favour of rapid, effective and sure 

verification systems and we believe that the necessary efforts should be made 
to resolve the greatest problem still outstanding : in our view, th'e problem 
of challenge inspection, whether in the case of chemical weapons storage 
facilities or in the case of production facilities. We welcome the favourable 
disposition that has been shown in the area of principles and we hope that it 
will swiftly be transformed into texts that will ensure the necessary rapidity 
and effectiveness in the functioning of this final "safety net" in the 
implementation of the future convention. We continue to believe that the 
proposal by the United Kingdom in document CD/715 provides an excellent basis 
for this work.

As you know, our delegation is participating actively to that end in the 
work of the Ad Hoc Committee, where, of course it is still necessary to 
resolve other detailed questions, such as those of the schedules of chemicals 
to be subject to various verification procedures, the declaration of arsenals, 
obsolete weapons, the order of destruction, the institutional systems, and 
also the sanctions or measures to be adopted in the event of proven violations 
of the future convention. And I should like to stress that, if the 
possibility of reprisals is excluded, it will be essential to guarantee 
absolutely that the convention will be respected.

In connection with the order of destruction of existing chemical weapons, 
the Spanish delegation has submitted a working paper whose purpose is to 
achieve a reduction through "equal gradients of risk" of each chemical in each 
annual destruction period, taking as a basis for computation the median lethal 
dose or the median incapacitating dose, which are the most significant 
parameters in the military utilization of chemical weapons. On that basis, 
the equivalent masses of risk of each chemical can be determined, which 
enables a comparison to be made of the chemicals to be destroyed, or the 
substances to be replaced when that is necessary because of imperatives 
relating to the handling of stocks, the capacity of the destruction facility, 
or any other considerations, including political considerations, that make it 
advisable to have a solid basis of comparison. Our proposal is compatible 
with others and we would be prepared to study any combinations capable of 
yielding the desired result. However, we must point out as of now that we do 
not deem it desirable to establish provisions designed to permit, even 
temporarily, chemical rearmament in order to achieve a new equilibrium which 
today does not exist or provisions that would imply an invitation to countries 
which today do not possess chemical weapons to acquire them.


