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(translated from

Mr. NAZARKINE (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics)

Russian):... . : : -
Referring to the Soviet disarmament initiatives, the Soviet leafer nzh:
that none of our proposals attempts to leave out any of our wi?p?::d r:: 8
negotiations. Our principle is simple: all weapons must be limi a
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reduced, and those of wholesale annihilation eventually scrapped. He
stressed, in particular, that the Soviet Union had expressed its readiness to
have chemical weapons totally abolished.

Comrade President, negotiations on a chemical-weapons ban have a long
history, but only recently did the prospect of a successful conclusion already
in the very near future become evident. This is an important result of
constructive initiatives and efforts made by many countries including Poland,
the German Democratic Republic, Bulgaria, Sweden, Pakistan, Indonesia,

Great Britain, Australia and other countries, and by the Chairmen of the

Ad Hoc Committee and its Working Groups. A breakthrough in the negotiations
became apparent last year, when the Soviet Union, building upon the
fundamental provisions of the statement of 15 January 1986, put forward
several series of proposals which contributed to accelerating the negotiations
and reaching agreement on quite a number of sections of the future convention.

I believe there is every reason to regard the current session of
negotiations as a decisive one. What we have now is not just the framework
for a future convention but also solutions to most of the fundamental issues
and, moreover, agreed texts of many provisions of a future convention.

At the same time, a number of questions are yet to be resolved. Among
them I would mention declaration and verification of chemical-weapon stocks
and challenge inspections. Further work is required on provisions relating to
non-production of chemical weapons in commercial industry, the definition of a
chemical-weapons production facility and elimination measures, the scope of
the prohibition and various others. The "procedural"™ articles of the
convention too, are not to be forgotten -- the procedure for the signing of
the convention and its entry into force, its depositary, etc. We are
therefore required to act most promptly and comprehensively so as to reach
agreement on all outstanding issues and finalize the text of the convention
and open it for signature.

We agree with Ambassador Butler, the head of the Australian delegation,
who said on 3 February 1987, referring to the objectives currently facing the
participants of the negotiations, that "we must increase the tempo of our
negotiations during 1987 so that the opportunity which clearly exists of
concluding a convention this year may be realized".

The only way to succeed is to seek mutually acceptable solutions and to
hegotiate, taking into account each other's legitimate concerns.

The Soviet delegation commends the energetic efforts of Ambassador Ekéus,
the Chairman of the A4 Hoc Committee, aimed at a successful conclusion of the
negotiations.

In the inter-sessional pPeriod of the work of the Conference on
Disarmament, the Soviet Union explored in depth all aspects of the state of
affairs of the negotiations; its own position on the outstanding questions
and the way other countries approach them. In doing so we looked above all

for possible solutions to these questions and instructed our experts to act
accordingly.



