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20 DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS 

TRADF  AND  TNVESTMENT PROMOTION plANNTNG SYSTEM 

R9 190 TRADF  AMI)  FcnNomTc OVERVIEw 

misginn: 	DAmAscus 

Cnuntrw: 	SYRIA 

COMMERCIAL COVERAGE nF SYRIA AND LEBANON WILL CONTINUE To RE FncussEn. ON 
LONG  TERm MARKET PROSPECTS FOR CANADIAN ExPORTERS. PENOING IMPROVED 
FcnNnmrc CIRCUMSTANCFS IN ROTH COUNTRIFS. RFGULAR LIAISON VISITS RY 
AMMAN—RASE!) nFFICERS WTLI RF DIRECTED AT EXPORT OPPORTUNITTES WITH 
IDFNTIFIFD SOURCES OF OFF—SHORE FINANCING, CONCENTRATING ON PRIVATF secToR 
TMPORTERS  OF  RAW MATERIALS AND INDUSTRIAL MACHTNFRY. PROCUREMENT RY 
GOVERNmENT AGENCIES WILL CONTINUE TO 8F CHARACTERIZED.RY SHORTAGES OF 
FnRETGN ExCHANGE AND FRRATTC pAyMENT RFcoRns. WTTH  THE FxrEPTION  OF  OTL• 
amn GAs nEvEtaPmENT. wHERF SYRTAN FINANCING ExISTS AND IS  SUPPORTE!)  RY 
MULTI—NATIONAL CAPITAL. LEGITIMATE EXPORT OpPORTUNTTTES FOR CANADIAN 
ExpoRTERs will_  RF  FEW. WE wILI CONCENTRATE EFFORTS IN THE OTL AND GAS 
SECTOR WITH AL—FURaT PFTROUFUM CO..  THF SYRIAN—SHELL JOINT VENTURE 
OPERATTNG TN THE COUNTRY. TN  THE HOPE THAT CANADIAN  CONSULTANTS  AND 
SUPPtIERS WILL RE OUALTFTED AS BIDDERS FOR FUTURE EQUIPMENT AND SERVICE 
REDuIREmENTS. sgurnas np CONCENTRATION IN ADDITION TO OTL AND GAS Will 

REMAIN AS IN PREVIOUS YEARS: AGRICULTURE. PuIP AND PAPER. COMMUNICATIONS 
AND INFORMATTCS. AND NON-1UXURY cnNsumFR PRODUCTS. PRIVATE SECTOR 

IMPORTERS AND ENTREPRENEURS ACTIVE IN THESE FIELDS WTLt RE OUR PRINCIPAL 
TARGFTS. RFNEWFO FFFORTS WIIL BF DIRECTED AT ALFPPO—BASFD BUYERS wHn 
TRAOTTIONAILY SOURCE THETR REQUIREmENTS FROm EUROPEAN SoURCFS OF SUPPLY. 

IN THE ABSENCE  OF  FOC  CREDIT COVFkAGF. CIDA INnusTRIAL COOPERATION SUPPORT 
.aNn vTABLE MULTT—LATFRAL (PG. wnein RANK) FINANCTNG. OUR ACTTVITTES WILL 
NEFO To PE  DIRECTE!)  AT PROJECTS AND/OR SALES PROSPECTS wHERE CLEARLY 

. DEFINED FuNDING MFCHANTSMS EXIST. PROMOTIONAL PROJECTS SUCH AS MISSIONS 
AND  INCOMING RUYER pRoGRAmS WIIL SE FOCUSSED ON SPFCTFIC SECTORS OF 
CONCFNTRATTON. wITH - CARFFUL SELECTTON  OF  CANADTAN  AMI)  LOCAL PARTICIPANTS. 
THE  nAmASCUS INTERNATIONAL FAIR RFMATNS nuR MOST IMPORTANT TRAOE AND 
INOUSTRIAL OFVFLOPMENT Toot FOR SyRIA. AND SHOULD RE CONTINUED AS A MEANS 
nF EXPANOING THE BASF  OF  pOTENTIAL CLIENTS  FOR  CANADIAN PRoDucTs. 
pARTTcuLaRly IN  THE PRTvATF SECTOR. DFSPITF FCONOmIC OIFFTCULTIFS» SYRIA 

AND LEBANON REMATN IMPORTANT POTENTIAL MARKETS FOR CANADA. As LATE AS 
19137.1111R EXPORTS To FACH DESTINATION FxcFEnEn CON nLRs Ino MILLION  PER  
ANNUM. LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE. WHILF WORKTNG AT suBsTANTIAL UNDFRCAPACITY. 
REMATNS INTACT AND STIIL RFOUIRE UPGRADING E/OR MODIFICATION IN THF YEARS 
AHFAD. WHEAT FXPORTS. ONCE  THE  MAINSTAY OF CANAOIAN ACTIVITY IN THE 

.TFRRTTORY. RFMAIN a  LONGER  TFRM - PROSPECT CONTINGENT oN THE AVATLABTLITY 
OF  SUPPLY AND BUYER CREDIT WORTHINESS. 
WE wILI CONTINUE To DEMONSTRATE nuR INTEREST IN THESE MARKETS TO LOCAL 
INTERLOCUTORS THROUGIA MODEST PROMOTIONAL EFFORTS AND EXPECT THAT 
IMPRoVED ECONOMIC CONDITIONS WILL RRTNG INCRFMENTAL SALES PROSPECTS FOR 
CANAOIAN SUPPLIERS. 


