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Consular assistance for Canadians abroad

The following excerpts are from a statement by the Secretary of State for
External Affairs, Mitchell Sharp, on January 23 regarding the nature and degree
of assistance provided to Canadian citizens who [mnd themselves in difficulties
with the laws and regulations of the countries they are vis iting or in which they
are temporarily resident:

..Canadian citizens residing or
travelling in other countries are sub-
ject to the laws and regulations of
those countries, just as foreign citi-
zens residig or travelling in Canada
are subject to Canadian laws and
regulations. When such persons run
afoul of these lawvs and regulations,
they must be expected to be deait with
ini accordance with local procedures
and practices, just as foreign citizens
in violation of laws in Canada must be
deait with in accordance with Can-
adian laws and regulations. Unfortun-
ately, many countries have laws, regu-
lations and legal procedures which
could be regarded as severe and even
harsh by Canadian standards. Some
countries, for example, permit almost
unlimited detention without charges, Mitchell Sharp,
pending an investigation of a case;
severe punishments are often imposed, Secretary of State for lixternal Affairs
particularly for trafficking in or use of getrta hto n te onr
narcoties; conditions of detention, areater than thast figureother out
while perhaps adequate by local stand- ati ourm oIn s3 soth iuresber oft
ards, are sometimes far below what we thnis esiae. I 1973 he nuwer ofue
wou>ld consider to be even minimm and patort 1,500 a0prcnn
standards in Canada. Legally and raoe the 561,500 a 10 ercn in-
offlcially ail that Canadian represent- craeoeta ubriudiite
atives ahroad car' do ini such circum- previous year andi more tlian double

ý. *n PnQi. thn n 1 the number issued in 1967.
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