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Crown in the crowd:
Informality marks the 1973 royal tour

is as Queen of Canada that I
- Queen of Canada and of all

Ins, not just of one or two an-
sfrains. 1 want the Crown to be
a symboi of national sover-

)elonging to ail. It is not only
'etween Commonwealth nations
'zeen Canadian citizens of every
1 origin and ancestry. " The
'e of these words by Queen
ýti Il at a dinner given in lier

honour on June 26 by the Lieutenant-
Governor of Ontario concisely ex-
pressed the main theme of the royal
visit that took Her Mai esty and the
Duke of Edinbiirgh to 21 cities and
towns in four of Canada's provinces.
The informai mingiing of the royal
couple with the large crowds that
turned out to greet them in Ontario,
Prince Edward Isiand, Saskatchewan
and Alberta conferred on this visit the

men to cati it a " people tour". Some
officiais involved in the planning of
the tour are said to have borrowed the
apt Australian term "waikabout" to
describe the informality of Her Majes-
ty' s numerous contacts with her Can-
aian subjects.

Thus at each stage of the royal pro-
gress - as such a tour wouid probably
at one time have been caliled - the
stiffness of the familiar formai cere-
monies - the inspections of honour
guards, the addresses, the presenta-
tions - was reiaxed by a coinmon
touch, an easy communication with
onlookers and weilwishers, that must
have startied persons who had
witnessed former royal tours.
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