
9. All members of the Alliance agree that the continued 
presence of Canadian and substantial U.S. forces in Europe 
plays an irreplaceable role in the defence of North America as 
well as of Europe. Similarly the substantial forces of the 
European Allies serve to defend Europe and North America as 
well. It is also recognized that the further progress towards 
unity, which the member states of the European Community are 
determined to make, should in due course have a beneficial 
effect on the contribution to the common defènce of the 
Alliance of those of them who belong to it. Moreover, the con-
tributions made by members of the Alliance to the preservation 
of international security and world peace are recognized to be 
of great importance. 
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