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A maritime trade can be guarded-apart I
general protection which is given by winning
of the sea-partly by keeping the coast which it (
the coast whioh it approaches clear of the enemý
and partly by patrolling the oea-routes which th(
traverse in the ocean itself. 0f these, the first is b
more important, for the ocean is so wide that a a
shipe once in blue water is a sort of hide-and-ffl
*hereas a ship approaching Canada must cither t
Strait of Belle Isle, pass betweeu Newfoundlaud j
Breton, or enter Halifax or St. John; s0 that our t,
concentrate at a few flxed points which an enE
to keep the sea could watch.

Tflus iL seenis suitable that our naval force 8
devoted at the outset Vo coastal defence. We shou
our coasts 80 weIl that no enemy's cruiser would
haunt Lhem, and that our ships sailing Vo Englai
gain the blue water without molestation. I.ater, i
coastal defence ie organized, we Inay coneider th(
bility of discouraging hostile cruisers fromn hangix
ini the North Atlantic; but that Îe matter for a faid4,
future.

The weapon of weapons for coastal defence is
pedo. Once let our coast be infested with our i
pedo-boats, destroyers, and submarines, and we
certain that hostile vessels will on ordinary oc"as
it a wide berth. We couki count on a zone, p
hundred miles wide, within which. no enemy'e crule
willinglyr venture, and the existence of this zone %
would enable our merchant vessels Vo steer coursei
oceanie part of their voyage calculated Vo baffle ap
foe. A torpedo defene aone isnot fnaas a ,i.
destroy a torpedo vessel if ehe can geL within rangE
daylight; Vo complete our immunity we must ha,%
veusels, able Vo meet in open fight any slips like
sent against our shores. Like everythinR else. t

176


