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Vocational Training
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E HAVE pre-vocational agricultural training in

the nature study of our common schools. . This
work is of undoubted value and should receive the in-
telligent and hearty co-operation of all. . Nature study
though is not sufficient. It is.a method of study rath-
er than a subject of study. It aims to give the pupil.
acquaintance with and interest in the common. #-hm
and processes of nature; it aims to give training in ac-.
curate observation. - The school garden movement too
is a step in the right direction, but both, it seems to
me, are not sufficient for our rural districts.and. we |
should try to take another step. .in advance, In, the
seventh and eighth grades more. technical ilm
instruction might be given to prepare pupils; forth;
vocation of farming, because many . of the pupils .in
these two grades have their last chance of. getting
agricultural training in school. As to how thu tram-
ing can be best carried on it is diffic ’
solution of the difficulty shouldnotﬁé impossible.
attempt has been made to mmduce 4
struction in the common
seems to yield gratifying mnlts. :

The Dominion Royal Commission on Indu:
Training recommended “that after twelve yetwéf age
for the children whose parents expect -or ‘desire them '
to follow manual occupations, the content of the cour-
ses, the methods of instruétion, 'and 'the expd'w
from work undertaken ‘at school should have as close
relation as practicable to the productive, construetive,
and conserving'occupaﬁons to be foﬂowed after ‘the -
children’ leave ‘sch The | ion s further
of the opinion that the time and attention devoted to
pre-vocational or trade-preparatory work: in.no. way
detracts from or hinders progress. in Wfa-‘ education
of a cultural sort.” : i

Whatever may be said about
agricultural instruction in: ' the pnmaly school, . -there
would seem to be little reason for oxmttmg ﬂ“’ instruc- -
Onnhigh
schools should not be preparamry SCW ‘
alone, They should be. the scho
people, industrial as well as prof

for their l;fe work.
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