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TI[TE NEWV PROFESSOII.

Tbe Onitarie Goveraiment has at lcngyth settied the mucbi
vexed question as te wlic is te occnpy the new Chair in Et)g,
iihb iii Toronto UTniversity, hy passing an Order-in-Council
appcintiîig Dr. WV. .J. A]exander, Professor cf Eng(lisi Litera-
ture in IDalhousie College, Halifax, te the position.

Judging by the testimioniais presented and hy the records cf
the various applicants for the place, andi at present we have
littie cisc te judge by, we must acknowiedge tbat in choosing
.Dr. Alexander the Gcverniment have in cur opinion cheseti tbe
best man availabie.

Dr. Alexander is still a ycunig mani, hîaving been hemn in
1855. lIn 187ï7 hie matriculated in the Univers: cf Torornto,
takingl schoiarships in Modern Langruage,(s and in General Pro-
ficiency. lIn the fcilowing year lie won tbic Canadian (iich -ist
Scholar-sbip at the miatriculatien examnination of the University
cf London. Duringr the years 1874-7 hie continueti bis studies
at University Coilege, London, at the end cf that tiîne taking
bis degrcre of Bachelor of Arts iu the University of London,
with first-class boueurs iii English. On lus returui te Cauadit,
lie discharged the duties cf first niaster in the Prince cf Wales
Coliege, Charlottetown, P.E.. During tbis period lie fermeti
the resolution te devete liiuseif te the stuciy cf Englisbi Litera-
ture, andi this decision bais guided lus mevements ever since.

lIn order te increase lus kniowledge cf otiiex litematures,
especially cf the Classics, lie entereti thc Johns Hopkins
University, wherc during four ycars lie teck courses iii Comn-
parative Philologly, Latin and (ireek. fle won a graduate
scholairslip a year after entering, and was appeinteti te a feli
lcwsbip iii Greek in the feliowinîg ycar, 1881. Aftcr holding
the fellowship for twc years hie graduateti as Doctor cf Philo-
scpiuy in June, 1883. lis graduation tiiesis appeareti in the
A iflerilafl Journal ()f Plîi1olcqy for October, 1883.

Dr. Alexander then went te Berlin, and passed a year at
the ti versity cf that place in the study cf thieGertuan Language
anti Literature. WIiile at Berlin lie receiveti thie appointilnent
at D)alhîousie IJTniveîsity wbicliihe bias situce lieid.

Aniouing lr. Alexandcer's tostinionials, juerhuaps the most re-
mlarizaie is tlinat fromi Dr. (lil dersiceve, Professer cf G-reek at
Joins Hopkins, who says:I I" liy long career as a teacluer
1 have tiever hati a more sympathetic pupil iii ail that pertailis
te the resthietie part cf my work, and whîcu lic returuiet te bi,
favourite province cf study, as lic diti shortly after icaving the
.Johns opkins, lie lias shown in luis chosen field the saine
insight, the sanie entitusiasin, that muade me hope se much for
bis future as a classical seholar."

lit augurs well for the breadth of Dr. Alexander's culture
thtat, althougli he mnade English his specialty, hie did net grudge
miving three years cf his life te the study of Classics, andi one
year te that cf German, in the belief that a proper treatment
cf English must be baseti on a thorough and sympathetic
knowiedge of what the Germans caîl IlWorld-Litcrature."

THE NEW ENGLISH COURSE.

Now that a new Professer in Englishi has been appointeti, it
may ho expecteti that the whole course cf study in that de-
partuient will undergo a thorougli revisicît, and wvhen titis is
donc, it beluoves the University and the public gencrally te sec
tih tt it is weil and carcfuliy done. Consideration cf the branch
cf Philology, may be omitted hîcre, and as te Composition, as

we helieve, it cetit only lie learîncd by practive. W'hat the
present article aînis at is to inake sente practicai suggestions as
to the systemn to be pursued in sclecting thec list of authors for
c1ritical reading in the varieus years,.

If wt- lookc at the preserît eurricuui II we flnd prescribed, for
Junior Matriculatioii, for, Pass, various works of Coleridge,
Thoimpsen, Scott, etc., and for Heneurs, oe of Shakespeare's
plays. Passingr to thec First Year, we find Shakespeare figuring
in the, Pass course, whlîe Chiaucer and Milton are linked
together in strange fei]owship on the H1onour course. The
Second Year stands by itself, iii that Engiish is only studied by
R.1onour nmen, wlio again attack Shakespeare. In the Titird
Year we find peool Milton, again in doubtful company, de-
scended iii bis turni to the Pass course, while Shakespeare and
Spenser inonopolize the Iloueur departineut. In the Fourth
Year, however, the two latter autbors once mnore admit Milton,
witb whoni comes Pope, to the attention of H-onour -men, while
Wordsworth, Coleridge and Shelley faîl to the lot of the Pass

n.
When we read this list, the question immediatcly arises,

what principle bas decided its selection I The enly apparent
excuse for Chaucer's preseuce iu the FirstlYear is that Chaucer
coines first chronologically. But even this superticial classi-
fication, involving as it does a commencement at the most
diflicuit end of the subject, is miot adhered to. As to the
other autbors, tbey seeni cbosen entirely by chance, which,
though it is somietinies said te rule the universe, should cer-
tainly not govcrn a curriculum. Lest, however, our crîticisi
shall seein, net constructiv e, but whehly destructive, we shaîl
proceed at once te tbe statement of what we take to be a
plain ratienal basis for the new course.

Let us be guided by chronology. But instead of cemmencing
with Angle Saxon and working dewn te the present day, let
us start witlî sonie such mnan as Browning, and go gradualY
i)ack te Cliaucer and, if desirabie, back te Brut's Layamon.

Moreover, whilc we are tbus gradually takiug up the oid
authers, let us continue our study of the new, thus making
tbe course resemble an arithimetîcai progression, commencing
at Junior Matriculation front the base ef Modemn Literature
and graduaily iucreasing, tili the Fourtb Year becomes a synop)-
sis of the sum total cf Eui"ish Literature. Thus the intereSt
would be made continnous and unbroken, andi the sub 'ject
wouid be presented in a form mnost adapted for a large and
comprehensive vîew.

Tbe Pass course, iii our opinion, sheuld foilow the main liues
cf the Honeur course, differing only in being less copious il the
list cf authors read, and in bcing more general in their treat-
ment.

Timn VARSITY wouid aise wish te offer the following proposi-
tion for consideration, viz., tbat the plan, lately adopted in
the Law course, of obtaining outside lecturers on different
branches be extendcd te the Englishi course, whichi would stili
l)e under the supervision and control cf the Professer, but
wouid l)y this means becoîne muchi more popular and usefill
tban is possible under the scanty st-tfliii will lie at its dis-
posai.

There are many men in'Canada, who couid be prevaiied
upon te tieliver lectures or, courses cf lectures on varieus
autbors cf whose works tliey liad made a special study, and
wbo weuld be able te deai with the writings of these authors
boti more sympathetically and more fully than a Professer
whio found himnself obliged te lecture, perhaps on the saule
day, te four different years and on four different authors.

ENLARGEMENT 0F RESIDENCE.

In some quarters there is an inclination toward total aboli'
tion cf residence in coliege as an institution, and Dainle
Rumeur whispers that net a thousand miles frein ToroltO~
there are those who would be glad te sec our University Rest'
dence become a thing of the past.

To this desire we are diametricaily opposed. flather would
wc see the place cnlarged and improved se that its advantage'
might become more numereus and more apparent, and inore
accessible te ail studeuts than at present. lIt is a fact that
there arc reasens net a few on the side cf those who look with
disapprobation on the present state of affairs with. regard to
Residence. Amiong the points in the prescrit rêuinie te whiCh

Voi). '), Wi!).


