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cal'! nature. The visible world is noýt tlie higliest manifestation of God, but
it does nianifest Hinm. "0 God," said the reverent Kepler, ",1 think Thy
thotiglîts after Tliee !" The mnaterial ufliverse is not a dead machine, but,
to himi wio lias a mmnid to think and a heart to feel, it is saturated with the
life and love of the Father. It was one of. the false ideas of the middlle
ages, that to study nature was to turn away fromn the 11f e of lioliness. Thiis
separation of nature fromn God is but a (liSguised f orrn of atheism. Nature
is His visible garment. it is the great temple which enshrines the living
God. The "cathedral of immensity" lias been fashioned by Our Father, and
its uise is flot to bide but to reveal Him. The innunierable host of heaven
wbichli e lias "ling aloft the niglit," reflec 't the radiance of His counitenance.
The ordered harmony and law whicli join together in the nicest bonds the
infinitely smiall and tlie stupendouisly great, the nearest with the most remote,
are but tlie ouitward formi whicli His sliaping intelligence lias imposed. 111
the iinmcasiirahle stretches of space, thick witli stars, and in the eternal
p)rocession of tlie years, are reflected the infinity of tlie Ancient of Days. To
hlm, Wlio stands witli bowed liead, in the contemplation of this spectacle of
inifinlite sublimity, cornes an emotion of awe and reverence which testifies that
lie is ini the presence of the Most Higli. Nature does not conceal God f rom
the devout mmid, but reveals Mis majesty. And tlie perfect organie unity
whicli pervades all nature is a type of tliat perfection of bodily organismi
at wvhièli it is our (luty to aim. O)ur bodies must be made a "temple of the
Holy Gliost." The Greek erred in making perfection of bodily grace an end
in itself ;but it is the rediscovery of a trutli that liad been for long obscured and
almlost lost, that religion demiands the tmost care for our physical well-being.
Tie pcrverted religiosity of the miediaeval mionk is contra-ry to the ideal of the
Christian life. It was but a refined forni of egoismi, or at least a nîisconception,
wvhich led lii to practice self-miortification for its own sake. At any rate. it is
a higlier formi of Christian faith to reverence that delicate instrument of tlie
spfirit, whicli is one of the precious gifts of God.

ltifperfection of the body is an end whicli we ouglit diligently to
seek, hiox muiîci more ouglitý we to strive for a true insighit into the nature
of thligs! Here again we mnust get rid of tlie mediaeval taint that is apt
to infect. our,'idea oýf the Christian life. Religion is not limited to tlie
svmibôls of Christian f-ellowsliip or to the performance of certain ordinances,
althouigl tliese are important iii lielping to keep alive its sacred fiame. We
munist learn to include in our conception alI the activities by which, in real-
iziihg ourselves, we seek to attain to perfection. Christianity does not allow
6f any opposition of secular and sacre1. None of the modes in wliich, in tlie
truc slpirit, we realize our self-consciouisness is "common or unclean." The
luc(lia.e-val idea, 'for in 'stalice, that to (levote oneself to the study of soçiety
andl the state is to turn a.way from the religions life, is a blasphemy against
God, wlio ini the seif-conscions intelligence of man expresses Mis essence.
In cvery discovery of a law of nature we deepen Our consciousness of the
infinlite wisdomi of God. Tlie more thoroughly we comiprehiend the consti-
tution of tlie state, the better are we able to love our brother, and to pro-
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