
TrHE coNsoiij)AEi) RURAL SCIIOOL,

THE CONS0LTDATED RURAL S(HOOL

I>rogress iii aIl tl)iîîg,, li-tiiran de1 )ends
upon the influence which education, or
laeki of educatiori, cxcrts up)on the life
and activities of the eornmuiiiiity. Tri the,
rural districts the public school bas
always been depcnded ripou to give the
rural child ail the knowlcdge thoughit
to be neecssary. Froin the day of th(,
earlicst log or frarne sclioolhouise itil
thre risc of the iîewv arid modlern rural
sehool, a greal perceritage of our- rural
population baive aequircd tlicir oilly cdui
cation frori the littie seliool loeated ini
their inidst. A very fcw have hccn privi-
]edgcd'to attend liigh or town sehools,
and a stili smialler percentage have ne-
quire(1 the benefits, of a college educa-
i ion. [f thec fariner canurot seud his
ehildrcn. awav froin the homne coiriuri-
ty in order to g-ive thern a good train-
ing it is obvious that the rural sehool
must be kept at the ilîiest plaire of
effieieney in order to give the rural
child a fair start in life. The day lias
long passed when the three ''R's'4' are
sufficient to equip tlic child to battie
w'ith the keener intellects îi hic iay,
and are, developed in the better equip-
ped sehools and iii the h'ighcr seats of
lcarning. It wilI bc understood that
we are not eoufusing education with
worldly cxpcricnce, or theory -%ith praec-
tice. But wc understand c(liication to
nlcan a preparation in tliose eleinen ts
which are fonnd esscntiàIl to a well-
halaned and suceessful life.

Righit here it is permissible to claim
that it is doubtful if the one-rootin rural
publie sehool ever eari be devcloped to
at Point wherc the ehuld receives flic
îîccessary education to properly cqnîp.
it for compctitioîî against those who
have had the advantage of carly train-
ing ini a eonsolidatcd sehool, or in a
sehool where tiiere are several tenehers,
eaeh of whom is able to speciali".e in
thec partienlar grades under the care a
thait teacher. lu, the average rural
sehool one teacher teaches ail flic
grades. If there is any considerable
111înh1er of pupils attcnding that sehool
individual attention is somcthing to bie
(lesircil, but comparatively seldomn is it
possible. The grades, owing to lack of

tîînc, iriust be lauglit wbiolesale. T 1lîc,
(lever 1)upils are held l)aek by those
wbo are îîol so juick to ahsorb the
varions Siibjeeis. Thle teaeher inist of

neasst reua eibe prmr-ess of the,
cls othe eiiild wvitl the lowest aver-

age. Arid rogess is naturalHy slow as
the teaeher caiîmot "eoaceh'' aiorig tfios,,

n-o ay lie belhiîd for no0 faiit of i heir
own. Tt liay be that thcy receivP 110
assistance at lionie. It iiiay lie thiat thé '
arc tenhlera nientally adaiptedg to sai is-
factory p)rogress in only certain suh-
jeets, or tlîey inavy le uiaturally slow a
acquiririg new ideas. lu aliy case. whait-
ever the cause of the variation iii the
abilities of th(e pripils, iindividual ai tei-
hion is the only alternalt vc to a lrag-
gîng iii the progress of the whole clîtsý.
\Vithout disparagiiîg iii anY wavý tliý-
teaehing abilities of auy giveîî î"aeher.
it is (quit eaoaheto suppose that
the average teacher is hetter (iîliiFed
to teach some grad1es and some .;'îb.ieets
better thaui others. If we grant tire
trutir of this it is quite cicar ibat the
school Nvith only one teacher cimot
elaim the saine degree of efl'ie'cv in
the education g-ven as if thero were
several teachers.

Every child should bc taugit, not al
tiat is being taugbit to others, but those
specifle subjeets whichi fit in with tbe eau-
irig in ]Ife whrieh wvill later deiaîd that
child's attentiou. he rural child should
ircceivc as inuch training in agrieuli îral
aind nature study subjeets as cari ho
given in early sehool days. This will
îîot bie understood as rcplacing the prac-
tical experience whieh farrr -life' îvill
give, 1101r givîug the expcrtness that is
eonimonly aseribcd to higher iristitîî-
tioris. The average school teacher is
iiot qualifled to give either, and a gain,
nouie have the tiine even if they wcrc
qrialified. 0f course, eveil witbi our pre-
scrit systern of one-rooin sehools, a pro<-
pcrly trained teacher eaui give the tui-
tHon a trenid towards thiose tbings which
or(linarily enter into tle eliild 's oiitside
life. Agriculture can, be taughit to a
very liiaited extent. The sehool gar-
den cani be a feature of importance.
For the girls. dorncstic science cari re-


