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jorneyed from place to place, used to have family wor-
ship by themselves, if they could get no one else to join
them. ¢ Wherever I have a tent,” he would say, ¢ there
God shall have an altar.” If there be two of you, though
it should be but a« Ruth and a Naomi, .a mother and her
dailghter, your family is large enough to worship God,
and to get the blessing of those who worship him.
“ My family is so large. There are so many servants,
- and often so many visitors, that I have not courage to
‘begin.” If your family be large, the obligation to begin
is all the greater. Many suffer by your neglect. And if
your congregation be numerous, the likelihood that some
good will be done is the greater; for there are more to
share the benefit. And why want courage? Should not
the very fact that you are acknowledging God encourage
gou? ¢ Them that honor me, I will honor.” Begin it
believingly, and in the very attempt courage will come.
“But I have no gift of prayer. I cannot lead the devo-
tions of my family.” Prayer is the gift of the Holy Spirit.
Before you begin ask God to give you His Spirit to teach
you. - I have heard of stamumering men who were elo-
quelit ‘in prayer, for the Spirit of God spake by them.
‘When you pray, remember that God is listening. You
have called on Him to hearken. You have asked him to
lend you an attentive ear, for you are about to ask mercies
for yourself and your dearest friends. Remember that
God is listening, and you will forget that men are heark-
ening. And they in their turn, when they find that you
are really praying, wili have no time to criticise — for they
will be constrained to join you in your prayer.
But, perhaps, I have not after all touched your real ob-
jection. You refuse to pray in your family, because you



