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SBNOOES AND HIS FRIERD ARE SOLD.

Ono cno't command the wind and raln,
Nor yot tbeir violenco restrain,

If nights are wet, why wet thoy must ba,
Howxever much folke way fre) crusty;

This fact promised, I'm frec to tel)

The quecr adventuro that efol

Saooks avd his friend Jast Thursday night.
Reader, attontion 1 fovite.

For full threo daysSnooks had resolved,
(Though popdering oft th' expenso iuvolved,)
To atleod 1bo ball and concert to bo

Giot up by Madame J. Dunlevie,
Suooks—like ninst people—had a friond,
Witoin hio pressed vigorously to altsed

The coming Lall, discoursing strong,

Of beauties fair, dark, shori aud lovg.

To mako my slory brief as 1ony e,

This friond consented goon to gay be§

*f iekets wero bought—the aight arrived,

A luekleen uigbt, for rain eontrived

‘fo pour in ceasciess torrents down

O'er tho lucklesa streats of the Juckless towa,
So Snooks and (riend resolved to caro not

1f for the ball in thwe they thero got,

At eight o'clock with cave iatcase,

To got—roghrdioss of oxpoose—

Themscives up, Snooks and friend commenee,
TFirat camo the shave—each apronting hair
Ia goon removed with utmost care.

Next ench with thoughts of conguent big,
Commovoces avxiously to rig,

In allp sbapo bis luxuciant wig.

Ero thicy thus far havo quite completed,
Their noxious task one bour bas fiected ;
At length with eager haste thoy don

A apotiess shitt and perious con

Tho morits of black and whita cravat ;
Saaaka sticke to this, his friend to that,
©Onc LIl hour more snd each with pride
Survoys tho fultless bow juat ticd.

They breatho quito freo,—~they kaow the woro
Snvere part of their tnek is oo,

At ten bebo'd tbem both arrnyed.

Whiskers aro brusbod,—gold chiains displayod,
White kids tricd on—hankorchiefs seented §
Ench with his ¢ got up’* quite contented ;
4od cach with friendly zeal most willing

To swoar tbe olher looks quite kililug,

At losgih they stnrt, still tho ralo pours down
0ot the Jucklorn streets of tho luckiess iown

But tuoy bieed it pat—thelr drenma aro bright

Of tbe whirliog dance thirough tho coming night ;
0f angels in hoopa—of fairy feet |

Of melting blue oyos and glances swoct §

Of quist flictations undor tho rose,

And of what bosido—why nobody knowa.

On, on thoy spoed, they roach tho Hall ;
Confusion | why whero on cartli's the bsil ?
No souud ia heard—no lights are there—
Tho door is closod—in blank dospair

Snooke nud hia friend looks an aghinst,

And trembling each tbe.otbor clasped.

Toecth challored=1ipa grew whito nnd ¢old,
Tl Suooks with an cllort yolled wo'ro soLD.

And qold thoy wera—the lackless rain
Had rondored their got up™ alt in vain,
*Tho bail and concert woro both postponed ;
Snooks yashly swwore, his friond but groaned.
But st Jongth with resolutiou slory
From the pitiless Hall they boldly turn,
- And wot through, aripping and all forlorn,
+Dagh Lito the Terrapla for o “ hor,”

READING ROOMS.

Toronto may now be said to bo withoat a single
public reading room. The Exchange reading room,
long tottering on its lean shanks, oy be snid to
bave died of starvation The Mechanics’ Institute
reuding room, miserable, musty, aod wengre 09 it
is, oannot bo snid to live much less thrive. The
most that can Le said of it is, that it still cumbers
the carth. There is little use in dwelliog on the
causes which bave led to this disgraceful state of
things. Ot course nobody is to blunie in the matter,
neither the Commities of tho Mechanics’ Institule,
nor the Board of Trade at tho Exchargs, nor indi-
vidual officers, nor the public ut lurge, are charge-
able with the dantbs of those [nstitutes, Theéy died,
ag we all know, by the visi:ation of ITeaven, and
Bo ono i3 accountable.

Well, after all, perhiaps tuey are bost dead. Thero
is no denying tbat reading rooms are s nuissnce;
they lead toa general diffusion of kuowledgo, which
our readors will readily adniit,is often attended by
fatol consequences. Taeymen enableto form opin-
iong of their own; and who will venture to assert
that the mass of wenkind are uot much the worse
for baving any opinions of their own. They acquaint
one with the news of the world; but of what ads
cantage is it to any man to know what passes in
Timbuctoo or Kamskatce. They keep many men
from indulging in vicious habite, but is it not far
better that vicious babits should be allowed to work
out their own cure by the killing off of those
wretches who indulge in them. They check jdle-
ness, and ars incentives to industry; but let the
idie starve, and thus becomo txamples to mankind
generally. They are a delightful recreation.—
Pghaw | mere cant.

Reading rooms, a8 we said before, are puisances.
Therefore we would be fer from holding up the
Committee at the Exchange, or the Commiltes at
the Mechanics’ Tostitute, asedbjects of cessure; nor
will we call the members thereof drones, imbeciles,
and public defaulters.

Thoso whbo havo any doubt as to the decay and
decomposition of readiug roows in Toronto, need
only go into tho Exchange. Thero the cold empty
room will at onoe chili any latent desire for an
bour's recreation.  While tho the herculean efforts
necessacy to lud the moraing papers, or to discover
the latest quarterly amongst a heap of dirty periodi-
cals a year old, will, we think, quench the aspira-
tious of the most courageous secker after know-
ledge.

The Mochaulcs' Iastitute is as bad if not worse.
Wo will not allude to the micorable bark-lane en-
trancs to it, or tho stale, unwholesome, musty smell,
which salutes the nostrils of members, as they ap-
proach the diogy apartment keown as the rending
voom. Wowill not dwell oa the Lopelessness of
finding any inform:tion withia its walle; or ou the
absurdity of expecting to find & thousand ¢ommon
place booky in its librany. We will not, in any
way, allude to thoce things, as De. Connor saye,
while brivgiog np the subjeet in debato for the five
bundredth time. Nor will we draw an invidious
comparison botween our dirty, miserable excuscs

for reading rooms, gng tho comforteble, pleasant,

spacious, well-stocked reading rooms of Hamilton,
Loudon, aod other villages of less note. We will
not say that Toronto ought to be asbamed of itself;
and that sbe is in the hunds of men who do notcare
three shakes of & dd1d lamb's tale about the readiog
population, Wo will 81y vone of these things, But
simply repeat, that the officers set over our readiog
rooms degetve the undying gratitude of the reading
commuaity. A rope should, we think, be presented
to each of them, with an address praying them to
mako uso of it with all possible epeed.

»:

Who is Patrick Hughos §

e——listcr Putcick Hughes, of ITughes Bro-
thers, denies the existence of any other Patrick
Hugbes, who could have signod tho North Welling-
ton placard. Surely he kuows, avd if Ae don’t, who
can kaow. Tlo thing is absurd that any but the
reel genuine Patrick exists, another man who signed
the document and wrote to the Globe, must be an
imposter.  Yet wo see by tho proceedings of the -
City Council tbat among the applicanis for the
olfice of Pound-kecpor there is a Patvick Hughes..
Can it be possible tliat the Potrick Hughes of
Hughes Bro‘hers, is the Hughes that waats this hon-
orable and lucrative office. If so, verily the hues
havo chaoged.

——

Carrying Deadly Weanona.

~——If the boy Fleming bed not been in the
habit of carrying deadly weapons, be would nothave
been havged yesterday morning. He was henged
thnt this’growing and fatel practice might be check-
ed. The protection of society, aud the vindication
of the laws, dekanded the sacrifico; and it will be
a pity, indeed, if & second example should be
needed.

BUSINESS NOTICES,

For excellent and puro qualities of Tobacco, (bo boat and most
superh cignrs, and the greateat vasiaty of Plain and Favey Pipess
commeand ua to the neat Store of Mr, Bexbre, King, just abovo
Bay Sticet. Everylhing that tho most exacling smoker can
derire, ean be bad at thin esinblisbment at very moderato rates’
whilo attention aud courtesy aro well jllusteated in Mr. Bendor’n
diapoaition and manuver, .

At the Apollo Concert Room to-night, & compllmontary and
favewoll Uenefit ie tondored {0 Mr. Cool Burgess, well known ne
600 of the best negro delineators over in this city. Ilo will bo
asslsted by his ablo coll Mr. Red: , Mr. J. Thomp

and sovorsl other fivourites. Wo nro suro tho enteriaioment
wlhit be auusing, aud we hopo Mr, Burgess will haro a full house.
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