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Tms gentleman, the subject
of our portrait, was born in
Aberdeenshire, Scotland, in
the year 1830, and is there-
fore mow in his forty-third
year, & comparatively early
age for a man to attain the
lugh politieal standing which
he enjoys. He cowpleted
his stadies at King's College,
Abevdeen ; and at an early
age, in conjunction with his
futher aud family, emigrated
to Capuda ; but weelth and
distinction are not attained
in Canuda without industry
and assiduity and young Rose
was not an exeception to this
rule ; he lubored manfully
in those days, and beiug pos-
sessed of great energy, be
gurmounted the obstacles
which impeded his path ina
new country. Jt is said that
in bis younger days he per-
formed the useful duties of a
tutor, and we know that he
was lately commissioner of
public works ; a circum..
stance suflicient 1o demon
strate his energyand abilities.
He resided for a short time
in the Bastern Towuships
and then went to Montreal to
study law ; he was called to
the bar of lower Cunada,
(Montreal district) in 1342,
and possessing, as he does,
excellent natural abilities,
and being a good speaker
and debater, with a good
delivery and o commanding
fizuie, he impresses upou bis
heavers the full importance
of the subject which be dis-
cusses 3 that he soon sueceed-
ed in his profession, and
eventually acgnice:d the lar-
gest practice ot the bar in
the mercantile capital o Ca-
nada is an admitted fact. He
became  solicitor  for the
Hudson's Bay Company, and
several other companies and
institutions ; he waus made a
Queen’s counselin 1847, and
did a good deal of ibe gov-
crment work in the courta,
Always taking a parl on the
loyal side in public aflairs.—
Mr. Rose soon became a po-
litician, and was often desired

to cnter Parliament, but to such alluring |

affairs he long continued to turn a deaf ear,
thouzh assured of office in some of the gov-
ernments of the day ; but it was not till the
gencral eleetion of 1857 that he could be
uduced to wan for any constituency ; this
wag on his a‘)pointment to the solicitor gen-
eralship in_the Muedonald-Cactier adnminis-
teation.  In conjunction with Messours Car-
tier, (the leader of the Lower Canada sce-
tion of the government) and _S(m-ncs, a
wenlthy and influential citizen of Montreal,
he coniested the honor_of representing that
city against Messrs, D.mon,_ ‘IIolgon and
McGee, who ran on the opposition ticket.—
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HONORABLYE JOHN ROSE, M. P. .

successful candidate, 1the others were elected
for other conslituencies.  Mr. Rose con-
tinued as solicitor-genernl east, pssing
through the nominal appointment of receiver
general on the 6th of August, until Docem-
her, 1858, when on the resignation of M.
Sicotte, he accepted the more responsible
oflice of commigsioner of public works ; this
position he held nntil the general election
of 1861, when, ¢ for certain private reasons,’
he tendared his resignation to the adminis-
tration, and after being again returned for
Montreal, left for & tour in Europe. During
the time he heldjthe commissionserhip of pub-

Of the ministerinlists, Mr. Rose was the only |

lic works he effecied many improvements in
that department ; and it was very truly said
that no one had ever performed the work of
that arduons department with greater satis-
faction, notwithstanding that more was done
for Montreal and that vicinity than for any
other place; nordid any cluef commissioner
ever act with more integrity and honor than
he.  The value of his services and the supe-
viority of his character were more especially
evident during the visit of' Iis Royal High-
ness the Prince ol Wales.  He took upon
himsell the main arrangements of the tour,
and elicited the grateful commendations of
the voyal party, aud the united praises of

the British) jAmerican, and
Cunadian press, )

‘Che tollowing appeared iu
the Limes, which we think
right to reproduce :—

«To the Honorable John
Lose, the cluet Commissioaer
of Public Works in Cunuda,
was intrusted the task ol or-
ganizing, arrangiug and per-
fecting every detail couneci-
ed with the royal progress.
‘This scarcely sounds very
wuch, but when the reader
recoliects that the royul
purty, with their suite and
attendants, with guards ol
hounor, police and couriers,
averaged from 23¢ to 200
persons, that cither by rail,
by horses, stewacrs, cai-
viages, or cunces, they trav-
elled on the average mote
than 100 miles through new
and often a wild country;
that every single stage wes
kept to the very honr, m.d
that even the most trilling
contre-temps’ did ot occur
on the whote route ; this re-
sult, considering that adl the
wateriel’ Tor the royal guest
and household, such as plate,
huen and glass, had 10 I
forwaded always in advance
teows day to day that it wis
nlwags ready, cven at the
most remote points, and thag
throughout noi vie sinele
article was lost or mislad--
speaks well Tor M. Rose’s
arrangements,  * o *

¢With the u.tiring exers
tions of his stall, every mem-
her of which Mr. Rose supe:-
miended and  looked  atter
himsell' cach murniug and
cach night, and aided by the
kindness and ready help of
General Broce, the whole
tour through Canada had
been made. Where has there
ever heen ouc more enthu-
siastic, even more triumph.
ant, or hetter ovganized in all
its branches {rom stationing
cwriages in back woods 1
relays of canoes up rapids,
from relays of horses to the
banks of lakes to railways,
and so on to lowns? At
cvery single town, village or
shanty-station, his Royal
Highness had been enablcd

to avrive with as much punctuality as if he
had not travelled some 5,000 mites to keep
his appointment.

There was great shaking of hands ns his
Royal Highness, the Duke of Neweastle, and
all the suite took a kind leave of Mr. Ltuse,
whose arduos labors terminated with the lasi
Canadian city. It was with a feeling of deep
regret that the royal party bade adien to one
who had so ably and so successfully minis-
sered to the comfort of their tour throughout.?

For much of the foregoing memoir we nre
indebted to Mr. Henry J. Morgau’s work,
¢ Sketches of Celebrated Canadians;’ a work
that should be in the hands of every Canadian,



