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E read of the caving in of sewers at Brantford

and Woodstock., Ont., with injury to workmen,
emphasizingtheremarks made in the CANADIAN ARCHI~
TECT AND BUILDER a month or two ago regarding the
necessity which exists for a closer oversight of the means
employed by contractors to protect the lives of workmen
engaged in excavations of this kind.

HE City Solicitor has given it as his opinion that
the clause in the Toronto Plumbing By-law which

-sity, this much can be said:

-courts was adverse to the city, and under which decision

the citizens would have been deprived of the park and

which the citizens are now asked to give will Imure the
of buildings that will be )

on the imp of which they h pend

for the i of the tuture, while at the same

ed vast sums of money. The loss of the Queen’s Park
would have been well-nigh irreparable, owing to the im-
possibility of securing as much land elsewhere in the

time they will stand as an imposing public omament for
all time to come. The citizens must now assume the
ibility of deciding what the ch

centre of the city for park purposes. As to the $6,000
endowment which it is proposed to give to the Univer-
a2 large number of the
students at the University are the sons and daughters of
citizens of Toronto, and the money which the city gives
for the purpose of increasing the efficiency of the institu.
tion they will receive back isdirectly in the better edu-
cation of their children. While the citizens of Toronto
bave cause to congratulate themselves that the city bas
come so well out of this difficulty, they and their repre-
sentatives in‘'the Council should in future guard against
putting in office men who by the neglect of their
duties may at any time involve the city in difficulty and
loss.

Q TTENTION has been called by the loss of life

resulting from several holocausts which have lately

ol’the new bu:idlngs shall be. Let thedecision be a wise
one.

HE profe 1 labor ag have evidently a
strong hold upon the managers of several of the
Toronto daily papers, if indeed they do not actually edit

-or wme some of the articles bearing on the relations of

yers and g therein, In the
eady days of the plumbers’ stnke in Toronto, these
papers, instead of discussing the sitvation from an im.
partial standpoint, allowing that blame might rest upon
both parties, and counselling mutual conressions for the
purpose of bringing about a speedy settlement of the dis-
pute, took the ground at the start that
the conduct of the ernployers was  character-
ized by selfist y inj and
In taking this unwise position, the papers in quesuon

taken place in New York city, to the inadeq of the
means provided for in case of fire, of persons
located in high buildings. We are probably more neglect-
fulthan our neighbors in this particolar. It is the excep-
tion rather then the rule to see buildings in Canadian
cities provided with fire escapes.  Some day, doubtless,
we shall be startled to learn that a number of human
lives have been lost as a result of carelessness m a mat-
ter which calls for the greatest precaution.

———————————
N proof of the saying that “it's an ill wind that blows
nobody good,” the news comes that a cyclone which
recently passed over the fever-stricken city of Jackson-
ville, Florida, cleared the atmosphere, lowered the tem-

ization,” 18

stipulates that noperson shall receive a pl g license  p and washed perfectly clean the surface of the
in Toronto who is not a « Canadian by birth or natural-  streets. In the opinion of the physi the result  sligh
ble, and would therafore be heldto  tended to ially lessen the infecti Wo observe
beinvalid. As the striking plumbers have beenseeking  that the cyclone in question is described as a mod
to take ndvamage of this clause to prevent the employ- one. Asthere is nomeans of 1} lonic force,
k , the infe d by i do -not that it will be likely to

ment of i

Rthe injury instead of
them uscsumce ‘The strilers were patted on the back
and told that victory was sure to be theirs, which had
the effect of making them refuse to recede from any of
their demands.  The employers ivere called hard names,
which only made them the more determined to fight the
thing out. A little judicious advice might have helped
oend the difficulty Jong ago. Now that the sinkers
have virtually suffered defeat, the agitators who inspire
the articles in the daily press would fain undo the mis-
chief they have done, and are advising conciliatory
measures, One joumal says :—The strike has con-
tinued long enough for both parties to learn to respect
each other. The fight has been prolonged and bitter,
and as far as both are concerned there has not been the

change in the situation for at least ten weeks,
It is time now that milder counsels prevailed and that
both sides should reason together. There must be some

the Solicitor will prove anythmg but accepmble to
them.

E are pleased to observe that the labor congress

held at London, Ont., the other day, promised

1o give its hearty support to any practical efforts tending

to reduce the consumption of intoxicating liquors. One

of the greatest to the prosperity and ad; -

ment of workingmen is the saloon. In recognizing this,

and in resolving to combat the evil resulting ﬁom the

the labor cong: dopted one of

the quickest and surest methods of raising to a higher

physical, intellectual and moral status the condition of
the class it repvesents.

HE Mayor of Toronto is entitled to much credit

for the settlement which he has been the means

of bringing about with the University authorities in re.
card to a renewal of the Qucen's Park lease. The
Mayor proposes that the city shall pay as a yearly en-
~dowment to two.chairs in Toronto University the sum ot
$6,000 in addition to the cost of maintaining the park
and approaches thereto in proper order. This propo-
sition the University authorities have signified their will-
ingness 10 accept, and the difficulty is therefore as good
as settled.  Every citizen of Toronto must rejoice at such
a happy outcome of a case in which the decision of the

come into popular favor as a remedisl agent.
T N

HE new Court House and City Hall enterprise for
- the city of Toronto, after lying dormant for many
montbs, has been advanced a stage.  Tenders have been
received and opened for the whole work. The figuresin
these tenders aggregate Sl.305.034. ‘The Council has on
hand for the erection of these buildi hing over

level upon which both sides can meet. There
is no disgrace in an honorable treaty in-which both sides
make concessions, neither is it generous even for a viz-
tor to takean unfair ad ge of a brave, but h

ed opponent. Let the master plumbers and the strik-
ers each appoint a committee of sober level headed
members, giving the hot heads and fire brands a chance
to stay in the back ground, and there is nat the slight-
est doubt that the strike will be at an end inside of

$800,000. Since the tenders were opened, it hls been
decided to ask the citizens to vote $500,000 more to
carry the work to completion. We understand it is the
intentton to place the designs: for the bnildings on ex-
bibition in some public place where the citizens will have
an opportunity to see and examine them. Huvnng ex-
amined them, we may be allowed to express the opinion
that the buildings erected from them will prove a credit
to Mr. Lennox, the architect, and to the city of Toronto.
‘We have therefore no hesitation in saying that the

y-four hours, and that both sides will be satisfied.
Let there be no delay; because every day lost in idie
contention is s0 much tme lost that can never be re.
called. A man may lose a fortune and make it again,
but a day’s labor lost is an injury not only to the man
that loses it, but to the community at large that can
never be repaired. This is the opinon of the majority
on both sides, and why should it not be acted upon at
once  The journals would have better served the

citizens should volc the extra amount
fully carry out the enterprise. As we have before point-
ed out, this city is growing at a surprisingly rapid rate.
1t has doubled its population during the last ten ycars,
Ten years hence we may reasonably expect that the
population will have reached at least a quarter of 3 mil-
fion. In view of these facts, it would be anything but
economy or wisdom to erect a “cheap structure for the
purposes of a city hall and court house. The money

of all d in this difficulty,
but especially of the workmen and their families, had
quired to they ad d “milder s, at the begi

Let us hope that in future the “#hot heads and fire
brands * will not be allowed free scope in the columns of
the daily press.

HE inferior quality of out workmen, if we may
T be allowed to speak of them in this way, calls
tor some radical change from present methods, if we are
to attajn as a people the position to which we are justly



