
Chambers'of Commerce of the British Empire
Problemis of Empire Tride Býeing Iicu>SSd at Nlnth Congreass Which
Opened in Toronto Last Friday-WiII Tour Ontario Next Week-Mlany Reso-
lutions Being Considered-Proposals to Stabilize Exchange 'Wlthln Empire

'T' zI geat assemblage is the culmnination of the hopesTand ambitions of the Toronto Board ofTrade for many

its miembers anti its officers the deepest giatification," maut
C. 'Marriott, president of the Toronto Board of Trade, in
wekcoming t~he delegates to the ninth congress of Chambere
of Commerce et the British Empire. The congress openeti
in Toronto on Septemiber 17th, where it remaineti until tu-
day, Septeniher 24th. The reniainder of this week will be
spent in St, Catharines and Niagara Falls, anti ne~x week
the delegates wiil visit Brantford, London, Windsor, Guelph
andi North Bay. The folowing week they will go to Copper
ClifY, Espanola, Sault Ste. Marie, Cobalt, New Liskeard,
Haileybury, Timmns andi Iroquois Fals, returning by wiay
of Ottawa andi Montreal.

The delegates camne fromi al] parts of the empire, anti
jiumber about ninety. Other Canadian cities andi towns are
representeti te the number of about 100 delegates. RI. Ilon.
Lord Desborough is president of the congress.

Revlew cf Previous Meetings

Thbe firat congresa was belt inl
atien et the. London Chamber, ai
bitien of that year, andi therea:
Suntil 1912. In two instances
cenvened inl the overseas Doir.

ada) la 1903 and at Sydney (N,
ew of a decision that tbey shiou
on and in the Dominions. The lý
la London, it was decideti te aciq
nto Board ef Trade for the suc(

in Toronto la 1915. Owing tc
helt inl suspense until circumai
anti after niany delaya anti che
delinitely conveneti for Septq

orougi, wbo was preaident of t
agaîn occupies the sanie posltie
le British ImPerial Couneil of
in close teuch with the busines:

aint ether means coninuity et p
rhese congresses have been in,

s5Lric
ss ot
reprE

,n ln 1886, on theý
ýolonlal anti Ind 1an
[ore or less, tri"eti
r this perloti th "Y

viz., lit Montreal
[th M'ales) in 1909
teld atterrnately Inlgresa baving been
e invitation et the

congress, te take
êar thia invitation
were more favor-
on arrangements it
Isth, 19-20. Lord
rress ia 1912, anti
,year, la preaident
ree, andi thus hias
thi congresses. B3r
lias been ensureti,

y thowii ope,, t,
Ae whilh mayo b.
smtatlon Prier tu
bodiles. After the
is consiie-reti de-
cf commerce anti

ile preservung the
A1 it M'as resolveti
congresseq, calieti
by w"hichI tii. 1912
Orfliulated inl No-
1oWv Ileets, *hicii
i IMIperia 'Couneil
Lltlfct, Tiere ils,
Ltlon ef the. counil

and tht'- çtnigre1ss-both arc comipriseti of represenitatives
eleted hy\niida chanibers uommre boardsý et trade
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atcptof t this y ear's; mlecting, Charles E. Musgreve,
heoroary aec.ret:ory of the nînthi conigres, saLyN--

L>uring the periud Mu:13l!42O the British Impvrial Council
ot Commierce has had stediv in viv)wN its miain purpose, viz.,
te ktep alive th, work ot the- conresebtw(eent une meeting
andi znh by carryinig out the resolutions, passeti and pre-

paigfor the next occasion whlen thu congress meuets. lin
additionJ, tht, iýjt ishl Im1perial Counicil ut Commerce ha
initiaieti severai mnatters utiprtnf more paIrticuiarly
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meigcertain business conference., nlotably ini 1916, .vlhen
Valuable discusisons un ecunoiei topics, inciuding imperial
preference, wvere- initiated, braring upon post-war conditions,
'Which, however, tu sone extent, lost thecir practical value

fint) the, war being protractet i til Novemiber Ilth, 1918.
There wa,;s stili great uncertainty' in regard te the ecýonomIic
position uintil pence wvith Gerniany wnsý signedl in 1919, ais
it w-as not possible tu djeal with post-war conditions in any-
thing like a cemprehiensive terni, Large schemes ot economic
recons4truction, ba)th on the part of the geveramniient and of
business mien, have been heiti in ableyaince by adt(verse con-
ditions \vhich were not mereiy inter-imiperial, but world-witie
ini their manifestations.' Bren nowv it cannot be saiti that there
is anything like an assureti basis for progressive develop-
ment on strictly impeial Uines owingz te adverse circumn-
stances exlstlng ail over the world, but tiie way is elearer
for the cenisideration of lnany preblems which press for solu-
tion andi fer the reconslderation ot niany of the. olti iduals
under altereti Conditions-

-It la hardiy necessary, anti would, indeeti, be impossible,
within reasenable lihits, te describe in detail the results
which have attendeti the meetings of the. congreasaince 1886,
but as one who bas been connecteti wlth thein from the. lirist,
in conjuniction with hii. predecessor (Mr. Renrie B. Murray),
the writer ca affirmi that many ef the. mensures ativocateti
have ultimiately màterlallzed, semetimes in a niodfieti terni,
due te altereti circunistances. There i. ne deubt whatever
that, leoklng at the subjects considereti, even at imperial
conferencea, thie governuients representeti have been inspireti
front tiie sanie sources as the chamber of commerce, ai.ded by
public opinion. Some ef the elti questions et the past are
stml withi us, retardeti in their solution by war conditions.
Others, olti andi iew, are ripe for treatmient andi enly neeti
the. powerful help ot goveramenta te b. settled. AIl that any
congreas can do is te affirn its views and takýe steps to secure
effect being given te theni in the pruper quarter, bearing in
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