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of the promutors of rifle prize-moetiiigs, whcther it, would not ho well at
times to insist tipon the rifle used being exactly in its native state, as
issued by the authorities, nanaely-guileloss of Ilnigerine," mathema-
tically exact white linos, Ildefiîîed"I sights, adjusted verniers, barrel-
coolers, and ail such, paraphernalia. boss might, under these circum-
stances, Le Leard of Brobdingnagian scores on the part of a few coin-
petitors, but the general average might flot thereby be very seriously
impaire'J In anv case it would be well to assinîiffite, the conditions of
shooting, at prize rifle-meetings with those which wvould be roquired in
actual warfare; that is, if the safety of the country, in case of in-
vasion, is to be left chiefly to tlie Voluinteers. I can only assert niy
conviction that the Volunteers as a rule are wvretched shots, and the
sooner the country realizes the fact the better it will be for everybody
concerned--on this side the channel.-" MILES"I of the HAanchiester
,qoitrier.- Volunteer Service Review.

TUE OFFICIIL REPORT 0F PIE B.dTYLE 0F OUT KCNIFE
11ILL.

The follow ing lu an cxtract frein the Can ada Gazelle of the 11 th July
BÂTTLECFORD, May 26, 1885.

Sin,-I have the honor to forward berewith for the information of Ris EXcel-
lency the Qovernor-General andyourself, Lieut.-Col. Otter's despatch, cunceruing
Lis engagement with Chief Pondmaker and lis baud un the 2nd of May laut.
iboughi Lieut.-Col. Otter muade titis attack under a misuinderstanding of my
ord'ers on the subjeet, hoe and bis men secin to Lave clone their duty wtll, and are
deperving of great praise, and bad the force beeu larger the consequence might
bave been more decided.

1 bave the Lunor to Le, Bit, yonr obedient servant,
(Signed) FRLED. MID DLETON, Major-6'eneral,

Commanding Canadian Militia and Forces in the Field, N.W.T.
Front Lieut.-Col. Olier, C'ommanding Bat ileford Cotumn, N. W.F.F, (o MItjor-General

.Afliddleton, Commanding Militia of Cana~da.
SI,-I bave the Liouer to report that having loarned on the 29th uit., from

my scouts, that a force of Cree and Stoney Indiaus, nuxnbering about two hundrod
mou, were camped noar the reserve of the former tribe souto thirty-eight miles
frein Lero, and subsequeutly that Poundmaker the Croe chief was heaitating
betwoen peaco aud war, the latter eventuality deponding upon bis being able to
obtain assistance from Big Bear's tribe, 1 féit it necessary that definite action
should be talien lu eider te make Poundinaker declare himself and preveut a
junction of the forces of the two chiafs.

1 cletermined on a reconnaissance in force, aud lait Battleford on Friday ýhe
18t imat. at 3 p.m. with the followiug troup8, viz,

75 Mouuted Police, of whom 50 were rnounted, Captain Neale.
80 "lB" Battery, R. C. A., Major Shorr.
45 "C 0 Company I. S. C.; Li ut. IVadmoro.
20 G. G. Foot Guardg, LVeut. Gray.
60 Quecn'8 Own Rtifles, Captain Brown, lucluding the ambulance corps of the

Banie regimen-t.
45 Battleford Rifles, Captain Nash.
One Gatling gun aud two 7.prs. belonging to police, the latter being selected

as being more easy of tran!Iport than the 9-pr. guar, sud a train of 48 wagons te
carry nien, rations sud stores.

llalting at 8 p.m. 1 walted nearly four houru until the mooni roue and thon
pushed on through the night, reachiug at day-break the enemy's camp, ivhich
was scen on the bigLer of two Lilîs partially snrrouuded by s wide ravine, with
a large creek runuing through it. Crosslng the creek our advanced guard, the
icouts sud police, were almoBt at the top of the lower bill before our presence
was dîscovored sud the general alarm sounded. Harclly liait on scouts gained
the creat of the bill whon the advanced part of the enemy was met, who oponed
Orue upon cur men with vigor. The police Immedîately extended ou the brow
and the guns, supportcd by "iB"I Battery, were pushed forward mbt tho me lino,
opening fie with shrapnel on tLe camp. The Indians, who bad ovidently bean
taken by surprise, very qnickly gathortd theinselves together sud attempted te
surround us ; se large was their force that it required the whole of ours bu be
placod lu the fighting lino te meet the attack. Taking advantago of the cover
afforded by the many umaîl coulees sud ravines uurrounding our position a meut
vicious sud deteîrnined cross fire was poured in upon oui men, which at first
proved moat destructive owing te, careles8neas iu oxpusiug theruselves. Soon,
boweyer, we followed the example et onr foos and muade tho muet of any cuver
that was obtainable, sud iu point of accurate shootiug quickly demonsbrated ur
ability te copo with theru.

Tho disposition of ur force was as follows :-In the centre of the front lino
and juat bebind the brow of tLe bill was the gatling, flanke t on cither aide by a
'7-pr. brasa gun, ail under the persoual supervision of Major Short, ably aslsted
by Captain Rutherford. The support of these guus consisted of the garrison
division of "iB"c Battery, immediately te tLe rear resting in a s ight declivity

*wore the horses of the police and the wagon train; theso were sel well placcd by
Capt. Neabo that only twe casuabties occurred through the day, viz., tLe lotis of
two horses, ono of the wagon train snd Captain Rutherford'a charger. Ou either
flank of the artillery wero the police, tu tLe right sud righi rear was "9C"I Com-
pany and detachmont ot Guarda; te tLe left, 1) ilog on s luwer ledge of the bibi
and oxtending nearly te the crook, was the Queon's Own, sud protecting tis
right rear and ford wus the company of Battleford Rifles. The positions thus
desicribed. were with somo sllght changes retained by theso corps more or buss
througtout the action

Shortly aftor the flght became general, a rush was made by tLe enemy for the
gatling, but was sbarply repulsed by a party froin the Police and Artillery gai-
lantly headed by Major Sbort,and four Indiens kllled.

The trail of one of the guns now unfortunately gave way, renderlng that
valuable arm practically usoless; excellent practice was, however, macle by the
other guns, assisted whenever opportunity offered by the gatllng ; the other gun
shared a similar fate ]sar in the day.

Our mon had now fairly settled dowri to 'their work, and in the most cool,
collected and praiseworthy manner 'went about forcing the enemy to abandon
their numerous points ot advantage and cover.

The right rear which took in the ford wa8 menaced and a part of the Battie-
ford Rifles under Captain Nash, assisted by individual men of "iCI' Company,
Govcrnor's Guards, and Q.O.R. with Constable R es (chief scout) of the Police
undertook to clear the coulee at that point; this they did tuosteffectually, captur.
ing four ponies whose riders were shot by them.

A siniilar duty bad now to bo performed on our right rear, 'which was
entrusted to parties cf the Queen's Own and Battieford Riflei', and proved one of
the sharpest brushes of the day. The enemy's fi e here waq, howover, only par-
tially subdued, as there remained a few men whom neither bullets nor sheill
seemed to ranch, and who were only dislodged at the end of the day by sending
Ross with his scouts by a long detour to the rart and flanking them.

At eleven o'clock, that !i six bours after the beginning of the engagement,
our flank and rear were clear, but the position we occupied was nlot tenable ovor
nigbt, while boili guns were practically useless through broken trails, and the
wounded rEquired proper attention. Further, the object of ihe reconnaissance
badl been accomplished, inasmucli as Le Ladl declared bis intentions, but Big
Bear, or at lesat. nie mon, bad effected a junction before niy arrivai, as the numbor
of the enemy was fully five hundred fightlog men, including some fifty haif-breeds.

I therefore concluded to withdcaw and retura at once te Battioford in case a
counter attack migLt be made on that place. Placing the Battieford Rifles on
the opposite sida with one of the malmeci guns, the wagons, dead, savo Pte.
Qagoode, G. G. F. Gu>ards, whose body had rolled into a deep ravine and could
not be recovered, and wourided were taken ïafely over the creek, followed in turn
by the varions corps froni their respective positions. À few of the enemy on
perceiving our withdrawal followed to the edge of the ravine, but were quickly
driven back by the gatling under Major Short, which. brought up the rieur, and
two rounds froin the 7-poundert§ with the Battleford Rifles, under Captain Ruthor-
ford, Luth of wvhich rounds Lad te be fired with the gun bound up wlth rope and
splints to keep it togotiier. The crossing was effected without the slighite8t logs
and the enemy failed to follow, althongh had they clone s) ranch delay and ou
of lite might bave been entniled as the country was favorable to them.

Too much praîse cannot Le given to the offi*,,ers, non-commissioned officers
and men engaged thioughout the whole 'action for their admirable coolneuu aud
gallantry; the circumetances wero most trying to raw troops who, wîthout sloep or
breakfast, fouind themeelves opposed to a cunning and determlned enemy
thoroughly acquainted with the grounti, adoptiog a new style of warfare and in
numbers near)y double.

lVbere aIl behaved s0 well it is difficuit te *select those deserving of spec'al
mentfr.n, but I should not Le doing my dnty dld I not bring to your notice the
naines of a fdw whose conduct came under my especial observation.

Major Short, R. C. A., by bis p ucky charge already mentioned, no doubt
favocl the Gatling, and tbroughout the day proved himuelf the beau ideal of an
officer. Ho seenicd to bear a cbarined life as Le coolly stood in the front linos
working bis iruns.

Sorgeant Major Watton, N.W.M. Police, was another whose brilliaut exam pie
and dogged courage gave confidence and steadiness to those within the souind of
Lie voice.

Constable Ross, N.W.M. Police, our chief scout, was always ready to lead a
dash or take bis place in the skirmish lino, in fact ho seomed everywhere and at
the propor turne.

Lieut. Broec, Q.O.R, most pluekily lead the party to clear our left rear, and
Sergt. McKell, Ptes. Acheson and Lloyd of the saine Corps distingulshe'I thein-
selves by assisting the ivounded tu places of safety in the face of heavy firo, Pto.
Lloyd himscîf being wonndod iu this dt'ty.

The ambulance corps of the Quoen's own was particularly prominent in
answering the numorous calîs from the front for assistance, many turnes having
te traverse ground that was raked by the enemy's fire.

Brigade Surgeon Strange, I.S.C., and Surgeon Lesolie, Q O.R., rendered willinq
and valuable aasi8tanre te the wounded both on the field and in the temporary
hiospital that was ostablislied in the wagon langer.

To my personal staff Lient. Sears, L.S.C., Brigade Major, and Capt. Mutton,
Q.O.R., Brigade Quarter Master, I owe many thanks for their bolduess, prompt-
nesu and assiduity in executing the ordors givon thein.

In Lieut.-Col. Herchmor, N. W. M. Police, 1 had a most valuable assistant,
and flot only in the action of Saturday, but throughout our march froin Swift
Curreut te Battietord, ho displayed the met sterling qualities of a soldier; while
tho mon of bis comnmand Lave time and agrtin proved tLemselves as invaluable
toi My force.

Attacbed 1 beg to band yen an officiai liht of the doad and woundcd, with
tho causes of thcir deatliand nature of wounds.

Ail the wounded arc, I amn glad to say, coing well at the time I write.
1 have the honor te Le, sir,

Your obedient servant,
(Signed) W. D. OTTER, Lieut.-Col.

Commauding ]3attlefi rd Columu.

LIST 0F KILLED AND WOUNDED IN ACTION 0F CUT KNIFE HILL, SATURDAY,
2ND MAY, 1885.

1. Ne. 907, Corpt. W. H. T. Lowry, N. W. Monnted Police, shot Ihrough
bad and clicd nt Battieford, 3rd May. 2. No. 565, Corpl. R. B. Slc.igh, N.W.
Mounted Police, killed in action, shot through heand. 3. No. 402, Constable P.
Burke, N.W. Mounted Police, shot tbrough body, dicd at Battieford 2od May.
4. No. 93, Bugler Herbert Fonîkes, ciO"I Company, I.S. Corps. kllled in action,
shot through choat. 5. Pte. John Rogers, G.0. Foot 0uardg, kil!ed In action, shot
through Lcad. 6. Pte. Gagoode, 0.0. Foot Guards, mis4lng, soon to Le bit and
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